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HE man 7 attacks the reputation of a 
public office, unavoidably ſubjects him- 
felf to a variety of difficulties. He is equally liable 
to the impertinent remarks of every illiterate cox- 
comb, and the ſevere cenſure of irreverend age. 
The babies of ſucceſs in his undertaking, de: 
pends principally upon the ſtation of the object he 
ſingles out for conviction ; and the danger en- 
creaſes i in proportion to the influence he poſſeſſes 
in his office. My motives for accuſing Sir Charles 


Frederick and Mr. Hartwell of mal- practices, 


may be eaſily diſcovered in the following ſheets, 
where I ſhall deliver my opinion very freely on 
the cur1o0us determination of the Board of Ord- 
nance, upon the col RI T Hartwell. I ſhall 
conſider it as a part of that duty I owe to the 
public, and ſhall always be happy in having my 
conduct meet their approbation. 

Sir Charles has, by a continued feries of abuſes, . 
forfeited every pretenſion to thoſe virtues, which 


conſtitute the ſenator or private gentleman ; an 


2 | Hart- 
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Hartwell, either from ambition or intereſt, has been 
particularly :ndufirious in imitating his amiable PA- 
TRON. Sympathy unites their ſouls, and the 


frequent opportunities their reſpective - ſtations | 


give them of betraying their truſt, and ſacrificing 
the public ſtores to private uſes, effectually ce- 
ments their intereſt beyond the power even of de- 
tection to diſſolve, Notwithſtanding thoſe diſ- 
advantages, I continued my correſpondence in the 
London Evening Poſt, till invited by an adver- 
tiſement, not very well authenticated, dated from 
the Office of Ordnance. 1 paid no reſpect to it, 
becauſe the SECRETARY had, either by accident 
or deſign, neglected ſigning it. Immediately after 
HE had performed that official Ceremony, I waited 


upon General Conway; ; and the reception I met 


with, convinced me I had at leaſt one man of ho- 
nour to hear my charge. The party accuſed had 


time ſufficient to Prepare ſham bills and falſe re- 
ceipts; and it requires very little argument, to 


prove he availed himſelf of every advantage, which 
hw cunning or mean artifice could ſuggeſt, ex- 
cluſive of receiving an additional afliſtance from 
the experience (in thoſe matters) of Sir Charles 
Frederick. Repeated meſſages were ſent to thoſe 
perſons ſuſpected of giving evidence; every miſe- 
Fable engine was exerted ; THREATS and PROMI- 
SES alternately practiſed, but without ſucceſs, 
STRANGERS in general were ordered not to be ad- 


mitted into the Carriage-yard on Tower wharf, 


from a ſuppoſition I went there for intelligence; 
and 
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PREFACE. v 


and thoſe who converſed with me, were threat- 
cned with diſiniſſion. If Mr. Hartwell had been 


innocent, there was little neceſſity for their pur- 
| ſuing thoſe methods. Not a ſycophant or wretched: | 


dependant: in the Tower was idle. Some two 
or three apoſtates by deſign, and cowards from 
principle, endeavoured to make themſelves ac- 
quainted with the facts I knew, and every word 
that paſſed, was immediately conveyed to their 
innocent friends. Had either Sir Charles Frede- 
rick or Hartwell been reſpected as men of inte- 
grity or humanity, my aſſertions would have been 
contradicted ; but as they have combined to op- 
preſs individuals, and plunder publicly his Ma- 


jeſty's ſtores, they are equally deſpiſed, and re- 


markable for being the direct contraſt to what 
every honeſt man would wiſh to be, Sir Charles 
Frederick, in patticular, has expoſed himſelf. 
His oſtentation, and the pageantry of his parade 
at Feverſham, may indeed pleaſe us; but the di- 
verſion only ariſes from the novelty of Els folly, 
and on reflection inſpires us with diſguſt and ab- 
horrence. Such conduct is cenſured with no ſmall 
ſhare of humour, even by his miſerable dependants. 


But what encreaſes his folly to the very pinacle 


of perfection, is the ceremony obſerved when he 


commences fowler. He is preceded by PRATT, a 


Tower gunſmith, who he takes from his duty for the 
purpoſe of marching before him, like a pi9nzer in a 
mock military manner, with his head armed with a 
ſrull "aps to ſhelter the forehead of the adventurcus 

a 2 Knight 
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Knight from being aſſaulted in the woods, though 
the precaution is entirely needleſs, as nature has 
already ſufficiently fortified it by a ſtrong plate of 
braſs. 

In this manner he allies forth, eſcorted by a 
party of labourers in the povernnient? 8 ſervice, Who 
muſt either attend him, or be diſmiſſed. 


His atchievements in Kent are not very ſecret, | 


and his conduct furniſhes the gentlemen with 
matter for ſpeculation. His boſom friend, W11Ks, 
who, till lately, was miſerably indigent, now keeps 
his carriage, the driver of which 1s, or has been, 
a labourer, paid by government; indeed every 


| OFFICER of HIS H@USHOLD is ſupported at the 


public's expence, from the PAGE of the PRESENCE 
CHAMBER down to the GROOM; and the g ar- 
dener has under his direction a Hor-Housz, 
heated with his Majeſty's coals, and the produce 
of his labour, either cholck fruits, or CURIOUS 


flowers, tranſported by means of a contract veſſel 


in the Ordnance ſervice to London, for the 
EKnicnrt's uſe, and very often is diſpatched from 
Feverſham to the Tower, only with a SOLITARY 
ſheep ! However, theſe anecdotes, with many 
more, infinitely more criminal and dangerous, I 
hope will be brought before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, where the CONFEDERATE #naves will find 
it difficult to exculpate themſelves. The Tow, 
WoorLwicn, PURFLEET, LINCOLNSHIRE and 
FEVERSHAM, have reſpectively experienced the 
tyranny of Sir Carine, and the mſerable cREA- 

TURES 
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TURES in his intereſt, particularly the % place, 


where the whole neighbourhood are equally 
alarmed and ſurprized at their proceedings. 


Queenborough originally was remarkable for 
the induſtry of its inhabitants, who were con- 
tented to dredge for oyſters to ſupport themſelves 
and families; but ſince the appearance of Sir 
Charles amongſt them, indigence and induſtry have 
been ſuperſeded by affluence and :dleneſs. Nor is 
there an elector in Els intereſt, but - is provided 
for at the expence of government, as a reward for 
his proſtitution. The gunners at Shegrneſs were 
uſually old veteran ſerjeants, worn out in the 
ſervice of their country, and their old age made 
comfortable by that proviſion ; but now the people 
of Queenborough are introduced, and a man, 
excluſive of being maſter of a veſſel in the Ord- 
nance ſervice, is a gunner; though, from the na- 
ture of one employment, he never can perform 
the duties of the other. f 

Contracts have alſo been ſhamefully managed 


in the Ordnance, the particulars of which Sir 


Charles would not wiſh revealed; but a parlia- 


mentary enquiry this winter, I hope, will do that 
Juſtice which the Ordnance have, for a continued 
ſeries of years, neglected. In every contract Sir 
Charles Frederick has taken an active concern, 
not very creditable to himſelf, or advantageous to 


government. Every other office advertiſes for the 


different goods they want frequently; but Meſſrs. 


Haydon and Petty have had the contract for beds 
| many 
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in bis purſuits. Sir Charles had been accuſtomed 
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many years, and the Goops they have ſent in. 


have not been adequate to the price given. But 


the reaſon is obvious, and SHALL be explained. 

Greenwich advertiſes every two years for bed- 
ding; the Navy the ſame, and never neglect it 
more than two; but the Ordnance adheres to ene 
though the goods are 251. per cent. cheaper than 


in war. And it is aſſerted with ſome degree of 


confidence, not void of truth, that Sir Charles 


either receives a valuable conſideration, or ſaddles 


the contractor with a penſioner, and which it ſhall 
be my endeavour to prove. 

Poſitive proof, in regard to Sir Charles Fre- 
derick's conduct with contrafors, may be difficult 
at preſent to arrive at, and I ſhould be extremely 
concerned to hazard my credit with the public, 
by attempting to impoſe a falſhood; on the other 
hand, by fairly ſtating ſome particulars, they will 
at leaft be able to judge from' circumſtances, and 
make their own concluſion. That Sir Charles 
has uſurped to himſelf the /o/e direction of the 
Ordnance for many years, is a truth readily ad- 
mitted, even by his friends, 

Lord George Sackville, indeed, would nat be 
governed by him ; in matters relative to the Ord- 
nance, he required no aſſiſtance; and when Sir 
Charles found his Lordſhipdetermined to proceed re- 
gularly, he relunctantly ſubmitted, and confined him- 
ſelf to the duties of his own branch. An ambitious 
man ſuffers a ſevere mortification on being interrupted 
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to extend his authority, and take liberties not 
juſtifiable even in a Maſter General, and on find- 
ing his aſſumed privileges objected to, he con- 
ceived no favourable opinion of his Lordſhips 
though he judged it more prudent to acquiz/ce than 
remonſtrate. On his Lordſhip's return from Ger- 
many, every mark of diſreſpect, which meanneſ; 
could invent, was ſhewn him, and Sir Charles 
very readily ſubſcribed to the popular opinion, as it 
at once gratified his alice, and contributed to re- 
commend him to the protection of thoſe people in 
power, who wiſhed at leaſt to make a ſacrifice of 


bis Lordſhip's reputation. Vulgar cenſure or ap- 


plauſe will have very little effect with men of 
ſenſe, whoſe actions meet the approbation of 
their own conſcience; and however induſtrious 2 
ſet of men may be to recommend themſelves to 
the particular notice of an infatuated Prince, at- 
tached to a miſerable country of very little conſe- 
quence, they will find their determination wilt 
not gain implicit belief in this country. It is 
poſſible, I readily confeſs, to deceive for a while the 
people, and it is frequently practiſed with ſucceſs, 
which indeed the hiſtory of our own times ſuffi- 
ciently confirms. SY? 
Lord George, as Lieutenant General of the Ord- 
nance, performed the duties of his office with cre- 
dit to himſelf and advantage to government. 
Many excellent regulations were made, abuſes 
corrected, and every reformation which the-hur- 
ry and confuſion of a war would admit of, ſet 
| | about, 
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about. Few men were more intelligent than 
his Lordſhip, and his abilities made it impoſſible 
for Sir Charles to impoſe upon him. This was 
ſoon diſcovered by every clerk in the Ordnance, 
and thoſe who were diſpoſed to be knaves were 
convinced of the impracticability of it, whilſt Lord 
George preſided at the Board. | 

The eaſy, unſuſpecting diſpoſition of Lord Li- 
gonier, happily anſwered the ambition of Sir 
Charles; he took every advantage, and finding 
himſelf poſſeſſed of the lead, exerted his au- 
thority with no ſmall ſhare of tyranny. 

- The Ordnance experienced very little beheGe 
from the Marquis of Granby, Its treaſury in- 
deed was frequently drained to anſwer the pur- 
poſes of election, with many other abuſes, which, 


out of reſpect to his memory, I ſhall decline men- 


tioning. | 
As to the - preſent male 8 1 
believe him to poſſeſs exceeding good intentions, 


and great abilities, without reſolution to exe- 


cute. 
A man undeciſive and wavering without being 


able to determine, 1s but indifterently calculated to 


act in concert with Sir Charles. 
The mal- practices in the Ordnance are ſaid to ex- 
ceed every other public office, and not without the 
appearance of truth. I have made it my buſineſs to 
expoſe the conduct of Hartwell, becauſe he and 
Sir Charles have made very little ceremony in 
uſing his Majeſty's ſtores on every occaſion. And 
in 


RAR HR F IAA EAREA * 
in the late Mr. Jeafferſon Miles and Bogdani's 
time, private bargains were made with the differ- 
ent contractors for the ene of n 
and a SUPERIOR: | 

T heard one of them myſelf declare ſeven and a 
half per cent. was demanded, which practice is not 
yet entirely forgot; at leaſt Edward Miles has 
adopted that part of his deceaſed brother's charac- 
ter which every honeſt man would wiſh buried in 
oblivion; however it is not improbable; but, from 
his extraordinary ſtupidity, he may, in the hurry of 
buſineſs, diſcover ſome facts, and be the happy 
means of convicting himſelf with his HoNESTH aſ- 
focrates. | | 
II ſhall very ſoon introduce him in public, when 

he'll find it neceſſary to inform us of the meaning 
of thoſe frequent viſits of late to Sir Charles. 
As a RECEIVING Clerk he cannot be ignorant of 
the frauds committed in office; and I know him 
guilty of ſome matters, which the juſtice of the 
Houſe of Commons will hereafter determine upon. 

Artificers bills in general are very extravagant, 
and it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, a pecuniary 
ſatisfaction is made to ſome office, I ſhall here- 
with annex four bills, the overplus charge of 
which amounts to L169 8 x2 

Though the whole, as delivered 
by the different artificers, and certi- 
fied by John Hargrove, only a- 
mounts to 2346 17 105 
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If in four bills ſo large a ſum is charged, how 
amazingly the revenue muſt ſuffer in the courſe of 
a year. Remnant, the Smith, (father to the pre- 
ſent) has been often detected, and Sir Charles 
himſelf declared, ſome years paſt, he diſcovered 
an over charge of 10,0001. in his bill, though he 


never yet informed us, whether the money was re 
turned, or who it was paid to, as the bill was paſſed 


notwithſtanding, becaufe Remnant pleaded the 
diſerace of having Hts bill refuſed. Every arti- 
ficer has been guilty of /imlar abuſes in propor- 
tion to their ſums, and their bills have been as 
infamouſly paſſed by the Clerk of the Works, 
and his deputies. Hartwell frequently, when com- 
plaints have been made againſt the extravagant 
charges contained in bills, has anſwered, «© Ve 
muſt certify H1s. bill and if the allowance is Too 
much it has been cuftamary.” Can cuſtom juſtify 
a diſhoneſt action? But the CONFEDERATES con- 
nive at thoſe frauds by which they profit; whilſt 


they maliciouſly profecute an indigent man, for 


only taking a piece of wood to boil his pot 
Such is the general practice of Sir Charles and 
his worthy aſſociates; he has a peculiar pleaſure in 
tyrannizing, and the cruelty of his diſpoſition is 
only to be equalled by the meanneſs of #15 actions. 
It is now become neceſſary, that conviction ſhould 


| fucceed argument, and J hope he will meet that 


puniſhment, which the Board of Ordnance have 


thought proper to refuſe, From the intimacy and 


con- 
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connection ſubſiſting between Sir Charles Fre- 
derick and Hartwell, I concluded an unjuſtifiable 
partiality would be fhewn from the ons to the 
OTHER ; and I communicated my ſuſpicions to 
General Conway, requeſting Sir Charles might 
be defired not to attend, or to remain ſilent; for in 
condemning of Hartwell, he would indirectly 
condemp- himſelf, - This was objected 'to, and 
with pronriety,, by the General; who, though he 
fits at the head of the Board, in. the abſence: of 
the Maſter General, is no more than a member, 
and poficfied of no more authority than any other 
officer, Hartwell has been appointed by Sir 
Charles Frederick to FIVE different places, and 


| though it is no proof of guilt, it is certainly a 
monopoly of offices; and appears rather calculated 


to anſwer ſome diſhonourable purpoſe, than given 
as a reward for merit. From the time of dif- 
covering myſelf to be the author of thoſe letters 
ſigned Selim, to the very inſtant they had reſolved 
to hear my complaint, underſtood the evidences 
were to be examined upon 0ATH, but on the day 
appointed, I was informed they had no authority 
to examine upon oath; the Navy Board inaerd had, 

but not the Board of Ordnarice, Whether it was 
a pre- concerted ſcheme between Sir Charles and 
their Solicitor, I confeſs myſelf unable to deter- 
mine; but when we confider how our queſtions 
were preſcribed by the Board, and the manner in 


| 1 * defence was made, and the eroſs queſ- 
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tions anſwered, either equivocally, or not at all, 
there is very little room to doubt, but that great 
pains had been taken to * them for the 
event 

Powell i in particulen declared: Int mild not be 
ae and that he would not hurt his maſter 
(meaning Hartwell); another man told me he 


would do nothing to HURT his maſter, but he 


would declare the truth- about Sir, Charles Fre- 
derick, if aſked, — D620 203 -5 
Previous to the enquiry, a motion . made by 
Hartwell's Council to keep the evidences ſeparate; 
but the long train of carpenters, plumbers and 
maſons, who appeared in behalf of the defendant, 
were admitted ALTOGETHER into a large room, 
rendered comfortable by a large fire, whilſt thoſe 
who were to prove the charge, were kept ſeparate 
in a cold paſſage, ſubject to the impertinence of 


extra clerks, ſycophants and dependants. If the 


Board of Ordnance had no authority to examine 
evidences upon oath, their ſitting in a judicial ca- 
pacity was certainly a moc# ceremony of juſtice, 


not even to be equalled by the MoDERN proceed- 


ings of Lord Mansfield and his aſſociates. 

Theſe remarks, with my letters, and the Board's 
determination, I think neceſſary to ſubmit to the 
public, and leave them to determine, whether 
REPREHENDING is a /ſyffictent puniſhment for a 
man, who, for a number of years, has continued 
to convert, to his own uſe, his Majeſty” s ſtores to 
#16551 8 a Con- 
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a conſiderable amount, and employ men paid by 


government on his own private affairs, without 
any other authority, than the patronage of Sir 
Charles Frederick, whoſe conduct ſhall abſolutely 


be hein before. the an this en 


14 , 
- 


. — IM, 


4 
5 
8 * 


— 
—— — gy 
— 
— —— 
— 


— 
E e V K mo gon us wowed 


—— 
—— ù— 
—— 


— hc 
— 


xvi P. R ER F A C E. 


Orrres of ORDNANCE at Wool wien, Te 
it = | 42 L542. ws June 1766. t | 


ll! ellis. J Worldale, fon.” mind's jun. Maſter 
ll. Painters to this Office, humbly pray an allow- _ 
Ill! ance for the under-mentioned work by them 1 
il performed. 


At Col. Pattiſon? s large room, &c. - 4 
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| x83 yards twice painted, at 4d. 
| 170 feet ſup. cornice, at 2d, 

5 ſaſh frames twice, 8d, 

44 ſaſh lights 55 


At the Cadets, Officers of ditto, and 3 
Mrs. James's. | | 
1824. yards twice, 6d. 45 12 
1511 ditto twice, 4d. 3 
55 laſh frames, 8d, 
192 ſaſh lights 
31 letters and figures 
412 wooden pins at a halfpenny 
each 
i 44 window bars, at 14, 
6 ſaddle ditto, at half. 
| 5 lead lights, at 2d. 
0 2 caſements, at 2d. 
jt 2 hooks, at half. 
| 2 ſtays, at half, 
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At the old and new Barracks, | 223 
8. d. 
1204 yards twice paintd 20 1 4 
68 letters and figures 3 bas 1 RES 
184 wooden pins reg 8 
54 ſaſhes twice on one ſide, 8d. 1 16 © 
. $48 ſaſh lights, at three fartun. 2 0 6 
Humbly certified, — 
John Hargrove. 103 9 9 


Oxrice of Onpaance at Woot wien, Zoth 
June 1766. 


Painting at Col. Pattifon's large room, 


Ld 
. 
A 
Ne 


87 yards once in oil 2d. 

5 ſaſh frames once on one ſide 
44 ſaſh lights half. 

5 window bars 1d. 


oO © © © 
— 


At the Cadets, Officers ditto, and 


Mrs. James's. 

1209 yards twice in oil 4d. 
1336 yards once ditto 2d. 
48 ſaſh frames once 4d, 
31 letters and figures 

160 wooden pins half, 

44 window bars 1d, 

6 ſaddle bars half. 

5 lead lights once in oil, 1d, 
2 caſements on one ſide 

2 ftays 
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l $i PREFACE. 
i At the old and new Baracke. 


1 gas yards once in oil a0. 617 


i" | | | 
ni 68 letters and figures © 1 
ll! - x84 wooden pins CRE 6 7 
5 : 


| o ſaſh frames once pag. band 0 
0 | 600 ſaſh + pn half. 5 
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N. B. The above is Mr. Barbor's bil bill * pain. 
ters work done by Meſſrs. Worſdale, allowing 


the cuſtomary charges. Mr. Hargrove's bill, for 
the ſame work, is on the other ſide: The difference — 


of the two bills is 59 J. 17 s. 10d, 


"y - 
ee ae rn a 


reer. . ˙ TI I 1-7 > 


Orrice of ORD at Wool wren, 3oth 
June 1766. 


[1 | Meſirs. Joſeph Pratt and Thomas Churchill, 
Maſter Bricklayers and Plaiſterers to this office, 
humbly pray an allowance for the under Write 
ten work. 

Plaiſterers work a at Col. Pattiſon's large room. | E 

. 15 

1 day and half a * at 35. 5 4 
per day | 0 | 

ditto, a labourer at 28. 2 

1 hod of fine lime and hair O 

48 yards of whiting at three half. 0 

O 
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3 cornices ſtopped 
1 chimney black'd 


e 


500 00 os © 


i 
1 
3 
= 
1 
* 
a8; 
vl 


Fe E. 


At the old and new Barracks, per order. 


1. . 
; 24. days plaiſterer, at 35. . D 
$ 12 ditto, labourer, at 28. 14 8 
3 34 hods of lime and hair, at 8d. 1 2 8 
1 12 ditto of fine lime and hair, at 
* | . 
5 3 qrs. of a bundle of fir lats o o 105 
4 Zars. of a 1000 of 2d. nails 0 1- 3 
5 3092 yards whiting, at three half. 19 6 6 
; 23 chimneys black'd + 17 
I Cadets Barracks, Officers of ditto, &c. 
2 > 27. days and half a e 
5 at 3s. 41 * 
7 ditto, a labourer, at 28, 0 % 
25 hods of lime and hair, at 8d. © 16 8 
12 hods of fine ditto, at 18. O 12 0 
1557 yards of whiting, at three . 
half. 9 14 7 
1 cornice ſtopped | 9 166 
1 18 chimneys black'd o 18 © 
4 Humbly certified, | — 
3 John Hargrove, 5 2 
2 Orrick of ORDNANCE at WooLwica, 3oth 
1 1 June 1766. 


Stopping and whiting at Col. Pattiſon's room. 


F | 37 yards of ſtopping and whiting, I. s. d. 
{4 at three half. | 0: 74 
5 1 chimney black'd | 1 6 
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Xx v3.34 c23 
At the old and new Barracks. 


3 yards lath and plaiſter, at Tod. 
per yard 0 23 6 
2 yards rendering, at 4d. o o 8 
2262 yards of ſtopping and | 
waſhing, at three half. 14 2 9 
21 chimneys black'd, at 1s. . 


At the Cadets, Officers of ditto, and 
Mrs. James's. | 
4 yards rendering Sx 4 
1102 yards of ſtopping and whit- 
ing, at three half. 6 17 6 
16 chimneys black'd oO 16 o 


— 


42 7 45 


N. B. The above is Mr. Barber's bill for the 
work done by Meſſrs. Pratt and Churchill, al- 
lowing the uſual, common, and cuſtomary charges; 
the bill on the other fide is what was certified by 


Mr. Hargrove and paid; the difference for the 


fame work, becween Mr. Barber's allowance and 
Mr. Hargrove's, is no leis than 211. 12 8. 22 d. 


Orrick of ORD ANcE, Wool wich, Decem- 
: ber 1766. 


Stephen Remnant, ſmith to this office, humbly 


prays an allowance for the following work, 
VIZ. 


Te 


3 
; 
1 1 


wo 2 * PEAT. - 


—_— R 
Soo 
98 SES 8 
8 5 D . 


5% 
Ex 
255 


Ne xxĩ 

| 5 „ 
To one ſingle iron bedſtead | "$470 
To 48 ditto, at 31. 13s. 6d. each 176 8 o 
To rods and ſtaples for ditto, 343 Ib. | 
. | | 8 11 6 


To five days a ſmith, at 3s. per day 0 15 0 


L 189 18 6 


_ A Fair BILL. 
To 49 ſingle iron bedſteads, with 
rods and ſtaples, weight 52 cwt. 
7lb. at 43d. per pound. 109 6 72 


Over- charged / 80 11 102 


* 


—— 


Theſe bedſteads I have allowed a better price 


for, according to the goodneſs of the work, then 


what is paid by Greenwich hoſpital, and St. Tho- 
mas's in the Borough. 
| WIIL. BaRBER. 


Orrice of ORDNANCE, Woorwicn, Decem- 
ber 1767. 


Meſſrs. James Worſdale, ſen. and jun. humbly 
prays an allowance for the following work: 
Ls 5 „ 
To gilding the old vane for the 
Royal Braſs Foundery, 450 leaves 
of gold, at 168. per hundred 
leaves. 312 © 


To 


Ai p R E F A C k. 


To painting and gilding the new 

| vane, 520 leaves of gold, at ditto 4 3 22 
To painting the gunner of ditto, 1 
five days a painter, at 3s. per day o 15 © 


— LY 


A Fair BiLL. 
To gilding and painting the old 
and new* vanes of the Royal 5 
Braſs Foundery, 12 foot ſuperfi- £ : + 3 
cial, at 28. pr foot | 


Over-charged £7: 6-25 


n W AT. A 


P. 71. & 9. for 180l. read Sol. 
129. 12. igſert it was omitted in the articles 
exhibited. 
— 13. ele the words, It was omitted, Kc. nd 
begin at the words, Their rejectin g, &c. 
18. for Hartwell had never had honeſty, 


. 
„ read Hartwell had had honeſty. 
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To Lord North. 
My Lok! | 


FFN\HERE is a period, it is ſaid, when the 
moſt abandoned wretch is led by reflection 
to a thorough ſenſe of his crimes. It is much to 
be wiſhed, for the happineſs of this country, and 
the reputation of government, that ſuch a period 

may not be very diſtant from your Lordſhip. 
After a continued ſeries of blunders, which at 
once betrays an ignorance of the conſtitutional 
laws of your country, and a depravity of heart not 
to be equalled by the moſt corrupt of your prede- 
ceflors in office, we have the melancholy experi- 
ence to find your Lordſhip placed at the head of 
an adminiſtration, as infamous (if poſſible) as your- 
ſelf. Have a care, my Lord; the conſequence of 
perſeverance may either be the black, or a death 
J:{s honourable ! We are already arrived to the 
| B knowledge 
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are authoriſed to ſuſpect you are allied to the R 


teſtation as your Lordſhip. 


2 SELIM'S LETTERS. 


knowledge of your vices, and we are yet to be made 
acquainted with your good qualities. Do not to- 
tally depend upon the indulgence of a proſtituted 
Houſe of Commons, who have imitated your vices, 
and embraced your principles. A few;years, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Petition or Remonſtrance, will 
effectually accompliſh their diſſolution; and then, 
my Lord, your conſcience will beſt inform you what 
you are to Expect. By the features in your face, we 
1 
F y ; and by your conduct, we may compare 
you to the BAsTARD in King Lear. The world be- 
lieves Iago to be a finiſhed character, but was Shake- 
ſpear alive, your Lordſhip's abilities would give 


him an opportunity to improve upon it: However, 


I will for the preſent ſuſpend wounding your ſen- 
ſibility by drawing a character already deteſted and 
deſpiſed, in 0 that the next Gazette will in- 
form us of your retreat, as we may then expect your 
example will be followed by the other gentlemen, 


who have been aſſiduous and expert in rendering 


themſelves the objects of public contempt and de- 
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To Lord N orth. 


- 


MY LORD! 


"HEN a man, after * repeatedly told 
of his errors, remains oh ſlinate, we are to 
conclude he is either totally abandoned, or but a 
ſmall remove from an ideot, and incapable of feel- 
ing that impreſſion which advice is generally ſup- 


poſed to make. One of theſe alternatives your 
Lordſhip unhappily falls under; nor is it difficult 


to aſcertain which. Without experience to teach, a 


Heart to feel, or a head to dictate, we find you placed 


the very firſt of a department where the utmoſt 
abilities are required. Your worthy predeceſſor 
furniſhed you with an opportunity to ſeek refuge 
from the Exchequer ; but how you will be able to 
ſecure a retreat from the "Treaſury, honourable 
to-your Royal maſter, and creditable to yourſelf, 


I 'am really at a loſs to determine, The Duke of 


Grafton has this conſolation in his retirement, that 
there is at leaſt one man capable of adopting his 
principles ; and you are alſo as happy in the reflec- 
tion, that he is one of thoſe men, whoſe exam- 
ple you can follow without offending your con- 
ſcience, 
What will poſterity ſay, when they read the hiſ- 
B 2 tory 
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4 SELIM'S LETTERS. 
tory of the preſent age ?—The different arrange- 


ment of officers, or rather their continuation, does 
equal honour to your Lordfhip's abilities and inte- 


grity. The Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, Ipreſume, 


enjoys his place on the ſame conditions he was ad- 


mitted to it—To BE UNDER THE IMMEDIATE 


INFLUENCE AND DIRECTION OF THE FIRST 
Lord or THE TREASURY. And during his 
Grace's adminiſtration, I may venture toaffirm that 
ten officers were not promoted but by his recom- 
mendation, or the unhappy and cruelly deſerted 
Miſs Parſons ; and to procure their intereſt, it was 


neceſſary perhaps to plunge themſelves into greater 


difficulties, by raiſing money at an exorbitant rate; 
and which ſums we have very little reaſon to doubt, 
enables his Grace to pay the annuity of 8ool. to 
the once he partner of his bed. Is this the me- 
thod of rewarding men who have bravely ſtood 
forth, at the abſolute riſk of their lives, ſequeſtered 
from the ſweets of ſociety, at a time of life when it 
was natural to ſuppoſe their attachments were quite 
different from the rude buſtle and confuſion of war! 
the prime of their years expended on the parched 
Plains of India, the wilds of America, or the inhoſ- 
pitable foreſts of Germany ! On their return home, 
in expectation of being requited for their ſervices, 
to be rejected with contempt, and permitted to lan- 
guiſh in a jail, whilſt a boy raw from ſchool, ſcarce 
capable of conſtrueing propria qui maribus, is pro- 
moted to a ſuperior rank, in conſequence of having 


2 Pref ſiſter juſt arrived at that age from which, 
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sELIM-'s LETTERS. p 
it is ſaid, depraved appetites can only receive plea- 


ſure | 


But, perhaps, this method of treating deſerving, 
friendleſs officers, beſt correſpond with the feelings 
of your Lordſhip's heart. Our navy is in every reſ- 
pect on as melancholy a footing as our army. If 
the gentlemen of the former apply for employment, 
they are aſked if they were in the Quiberon fight? 
If they anfwer negatively, the Firft Lord has hu- 
manity enough to adviſe them “ to retire to a cheap 
county, as London is a very dear place.” And it 
is a truth notorious, that a barber in Portſmouth 


was made Purſer of a ſnip of the line in that har- 


bour, only for his vote] without ever being on ſalt- 
water, except over to Goſport, or on an expedi- 


tion to Fareham or Porcheſter, on a Sunday. The 


laurels which Sir Edward acquired in the late war, 
by merely doing his duty, are fading faſt; and to 
preſide at the head of a board, where preferment 
can only be granted but through the channel of 
proſtitution, is at once ſo ſhocking to a man ofthe 
leaft honour or delicacy, that I apprehend the world 
will juſtly, unleſs a reformation takes place, not 
heſitate to declare Sir Edward deſtitute of both. 

If we examine into Ordnance matters, we ſhall 


find ſufficient employment there; that has been a 


ſink for the public money, and vrhat is very ex- 
traordinary, not much cenſured. However, the 
period is at laſt arrived, and the taſt fnall be mine. 
The Maſter Generals of late have been under the 
influence of an inferior officer, who has uſurped 
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6 — SELIM'S LETTERS. 

to himſelf the diſpoſal of all places, from a la- 
bourer to a chief clerk ; and by what method, we 
need look no farther for an explanation, than to the 
fortune which he has accumulated. The Ordnance 
has ſeverely felt the loſs of Lord George Sackville. 
He was the only officer who would act independant 


of the Surveyor General, deſpiſe that ſuperiority 


which he has ſince affected over every other Lieu- 
tenant and Maſter General, and dau b his 
way without a guide.“ | 

Lord Ligonier, through the n of re- 
verend age, could not conveniently take an active 
concern in Ordnance matters. After many glorious 


campaigns, ſucceſsful to this country and honour- 
able to himſelf, that good old man was rewarded, 


by way of ſinecure, with the Maſter Generalſhip of 
the Ordnance, which required fatigue, diligence, 
and attention; and as he was improperly promoted 
to that office, ſo he was as ſhamefully ſuperſeded. 
His ſucceſſor, we had reaſon to expect from his mili- 
tary education and youth, would at leaſt have pre- 
ſerved his authority. But dignity was forgot, and 

that tyranny which had prevailed before, was conti- 
nued, and not without receiving ſome conſiderable 
addition. That eaſy and unſuſpecting generoſity 
of temper, which ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhes Lord 


Granby, contributed to render him an eaſy victim to 


the ambition of Sir Charles F c. Nor were 
appointments or preferments granted, but by applica- 


tion to the latter. The goodneſs of Lord Granby's 


heart, made it painful for him to refuſe. He felt 
6 | for 
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SELIM'S'LETTERS ,5 


for the diſtreſſes of others, and was happy to relieve; 
but his promiſes were frequently broke, if homage 


had not previouſly been paid to the Surveyor Ge- 


neral. Such an amazing aſcendancy did that man 
obtain, without poſſeſſing any merit but an inflex- 
ibility which reflects the higheſt diſgrace on the 
human ſpecies. My next will be more particular; 
in the mean time I ſhall be happy to receive any 
authentic information, relative to the mal- practices 


in Ordnance matters, from any gentleman, 
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3 SELIM'S LETTERS. 


+ 17 F-E -$ III. 


To Lord North. 


MY LOoRD! 


[If HAVE ever vndeifinad it was the duty af a F irſt 
Lord of the Treaſury, to enguire into and cor- 
rect the abuſes of government. We are already 
acquainted with many abuſes, but unfortunately 
for your Lordſhip's reputation, we have not yet been 
informed of any amendment. We live in hopes! 
but HoE, my Lord, without PROBABILITY, is 


a very poor conſolation indeed: However, if we 


have the leaſt pretenſion to judge from appearan- 
ces, the period is not very diſtant when conviction 
will attend you, without the affiſtance of either 
Petition or Remonſtrance, in a manner far different 
from your expectations ; and as you have been moſt 
aſſiduous and ſucceſsful in alienating the affection 
of your King from his ſubjects, I wiſh your fall 
may be as conſpicuous and contemptible. Beware, 
my Lord, how you proceed! and endeavour to 
avoid the reſentment of a free but injured people. 


If neither an affection for your Sovereign, nor a 


regard for the tranquility of this country, can point 
out the neceſſity of my advice, I ſhould ſuſpect 
common prudence would; for conſider, as you 


have erred through obſtinacy, you may expire 


without 


SELIM'S LETTERS. 9 


without repentance. I very readily confeſs you 
may enjoy yourſelf in the reflection of a majority 
in the Houſe of Commons, and whilſt you can laviſh 
THOUSANDS on your mercenaries (who will in the 
end finally conduct you to deſtruction) your autho- 
rity may for a time be preſerved ; but remember, 
that it is to your ſituation you are indebted, not 
only for that influence which you have obtained, 
but for your ſecurity, and not to your ABILITIES. 
Indeed, it occaſioned (till it was whiſpered to be 
in conſequence of a ſimilarity of features) much 
ſpeculation amongſt the phyſiognomiſts, to account 
for the peculiarity: of his Majeſty's choice; as it is 
advanced, that you have a vacuity of countenance, 
which exceeds even the inimitable Mr. Weſton, in 
the character of Ferry Snzak; with this difference, 
that your's is natural, but his is affefted. However, 
after referring your Lordſhip to the determination 
of your baking glaſs, for the truth of this obſerva- 
tion, permit me to re-aſſume my ſubject on Ord- 
nance matters, with which, if you recollect, I con- 
cluded my laſt laſt letter. \ 

Sir Charles Frederick, as [have n ed, 
has reigned many years as Maſter General, though 
only Surveyor General; and by practices not the 
moſt honourable, made up the deficiency of the 
ſalary. Be aſlured, my Lord, that my time is too 
precious to afford the leaſt attention on a man ſuf- 
ſiciently contemptible, did not public juſtice re- 
quire it. He was originally an object perfectly 
inſignificant, but ſince his admittance into St. Ste- 
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phen's chapel, the dirty work cy which he has 
been engaged in, has made him of conſequence 
enough to be mentioned ever by his friends. In 
the Senate your Lordſhip, no doubt, can inform 
us, his abilities extend very little farther than a ca- 
pacity to ſay, YEA and NAY; and that he has care- 
fully ſtudied the motto to the Watermens arms: 


© AT COMMAND OF OUR SUPERIORS.” 


Ducenborough has the misfortune to have him for 
a repreſentative. Scarce an eleCtor there but is 
provided for at the expence of government ; and 
thoſe who have had honeſty enough to withſtand 
the temptation, and vote agreeable to their con- 
ſcience, are now reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
and are even ſought after to be inſulted ! But as I 
mean to have a letter entirely relative to the man- 
ner in which Sir Charles Frederic has repeatedly 
ſecured his election, I will not intrude any longer 


on your Lordſhip's patience on this ſubject for the 


preſent; than obſerving, that if his heart was ſuſ- 


ceptible of remorſe, the aufterity of his features, and 


the complexion of his face, would refuſe the honeſt, 
conſcious bluſh from making its appearance on the 
ſurface of his ſkin ! J apprehend it is needleſs to 
inform your Lordſhip, that the e/ftimates, when 
laid before the Houſe by Sir Charles, are never 
ſtrictly enquired into: But the ſupplies are as fool- 
Haly granted, as they are infamouſly exhaulted. 
There are alſo many offices where cheques are in- 
flicted for neglect of duty; and is but natural 
to ſuppoſe, that money ſhould revert to the Trea- 

| ſury, 
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ſury, and in one branch in particular, over which 
the Surveyor General has uſurped'an authority in- 
dependant of every other board officer. Thoſe 
cheques are not uncommon, but I have never 
been able to diſcover, that that money was ever 
. applied to any other uſe, than the Surveyor 
| General's. This is a language, my Lord, your 
friend has never yet been accuſtomed to, but uſe 
reconciles all things; and before my correſpond- 
ence is concluded, the public will have no reaſon 
to be offended with the liberty which I ſhall here- 
after take with both of you. Vacant places ſpame- 
Fully filled, and as badly executed; the public mo- 
ney expended for the purpoſes x, proſtitution and 
elections; and officers expelled and admitted, as the 
caprice or neceſſity of their ſuperiors dictate, are con- 
ſiderations not worthy of your Lordſhip's atten- 
tion, I confeſs, when we conſider the ſyſtem of 
government which you bave adopted ; but as you 
have lived hitherto in ignorance, you ſhall not per- 
ſevere without information, | 


SEE 
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i To Lord North. 

i MY LoRD! 

bi 

{ii HAT it is impoſſible to waſh a negro white, 

ll! | is an old adage, no leſs applicable than ju/?. | 

th We may trace you from the earlieſt period in your 
4 . | . . . . . 

t life treading in one unvaried path, and indeed uni- 

"i Formity is the only merit we have yet been able to 

1 

i diſcover you poſſeſs. 

li. | J have often reflected, and with pain, on your 

i unhappy ſituation, whilſt you, my Lord, have 

i found a ſafe retreat from the EEE of a panty 

| | conſcience in your inſenſibility / 


When petitioning the Throne for a redreſs of 
grievances was firſt agitated, yeu made ſome illi- 
beral remarks, which at once betrayed a vanity and 
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# ignorance of the conſtitution peculiar to your Lord- 
is ſhip. Whether you meant only to diſplay your 
| abilities in oratory on that particular ſubject, or 


— 


inform his Grace how well you could be an echo 
for him below, are 5 8 cqually iſgnificant and 
bi contemptible, 
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in If you was capable of reflection, I ſhouid pity you; 
„ as horror would ſeize you in committing a bad ac- 
{1 2 tion, and the anxiety attendipg recollection, would 
i make your ſerious moments miſerable, However, 
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wo, OF WN 


IT : 
2 nw CLE — 
— * ” 
— — 


Ca 
«777 


SELIM'S LETTERS. 23 


1 will endeavour to rouſe your feelings, in hopes, as 


you attain to the knowledge of your infamy, you 
may in proportion repent; for be aſſured, my 
Lord, that confeſſion, without repentance, will never 
procure you abſelution / 

Your ſituation, in a ſhort time, will be ſome- 
what ſimilar to a deſperate game of back-gammon, 
where the party has only one move, which cannot 
be accompliſhed without deſtruction. It is a me- 
lancholy reflection, that nothing can poſſibly bring 
you to a ſenſe of your error, but your fall ! . 
may then, in vain, look up to the lofty precipice 
from which you fell, and without the affiftance of 
a friend, languiſh in deſpair, and die totally forgot, 
a miſerable, deluded wretch ! I feel for the un- 
happy proſpect before you, and pity your deplo- 
rable ſituation, | 

The friendſhips of this age, my Lad: expire 
with the power of conferring favours ; and this is 
a truth you will probably not be convinced of, till 
the Gazette informs us of your retreat. 

Your mercenaries, my Lord, in the Houſe of 
Commons, are not unlike the Swiſs regiments; the 
ſame motives which ac7ate the one, inſpire the 
other. The Swiſs elevates his courage in propor- 
tion to his pay, and tne member diſplays his abili- 
ties in proportion to the bribe he receives. Even 
the inimitable Sir Fletcher Norton, was not ſo ex- 
pert before preferment, as he has appcared to be 


fince ; nor was he taken notice of by tze Court, 


till he became eminent in vice, and capable to at- 
tack 
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tack a good cauſe, or defenda bad one with equal 
ſucceſs! Indeed, the abilities which he poſſeſſes, 
are abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of the pre- 
ſent Miniſtry ; and though ſo great, will prove 
znegual to the taſk. Your endeavours have ſuc- 
ceeded in getting him into the chair, and I make no 
doubt but your moſt ſanguine expeQations will be 
anſwered, whilſt you can gratify His avarice with the 
public money. It is to me, and all the world, 
amazing, that his Majeſty ſhould confer fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a mark of Royal favour, on a man re- 
markable only for his knowledge and practice in 
the chicanery of law, as to admit him into the 
Privy Council ; but from the complexion of af- 
fairs, we are authoriſed to ſuſpect, that men only 
of ſuch principles are to be admitted for the future, 
Nor ſhould I be ſurpriſed to hear the honourable 
triumvirate of Balfe, M<*Quirk, and Lutterell, 
being taken in, I do not mean, my Lord, either 
to arraign and condemm the judgment of his Ma- 
jeſty's conduct in this particular, but the miſer- 
able tools who have undertaken to adviſe and de- 
ceide him! You will find it difficult to perſuade 
us, that theſe promotions proceed immediately 
from his Majeſty's choice; and for his future tran- 
quillity, and the credit of his underſtanding, I 
could wiſh him at leaſt to put a negative on your 
recommendations, as we bave not, till this period, 
fince the acceſſion of the preſent family to the 
"Throne, ever underſtood that profiigacy and extra- 
pazance were qualifications ſufficient for a member 

of 
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of the Privy Council. It argues much good- na- 
ture and conſcious diffidence, I confeſs, for a 
Prince to be directed by his Miniſters ; but that 
condeſcenſion may degenerate into a weakneſs, 
which cannot fail in its conſequences, to render 
the Sovereign contemptble even to the meaneſt of 
his ſubjects. Beware, my Lord, how you reduce 
his Majeſty to ſuch a cilemma ! The cataſtrophe 
may prove fatal to yourſelf, and dangerous to 
him ! You may probably, from my language, 
ſuppoſe me your enemy, but I am only ſo in pro- 
portion as you act as an enemy to your country. 
If I was perſonally your foe, I ſhould have adopted 
arguments far more perſuaſrve than the pen, and 
better adapted to your ſenſations. Sir Charles Fre- 
deric may alſo fall into this error; but I mean 
only to diſcover his conduct in a public office to 
the world; which I ſhall continue to do, from 
time to time, without the leaſt apprehenſions of 
his reſentment. | 

In the year 1759, if I am not miſtaken, in a 
particular department where he had uſurped an un- 
controulable authority, orders were iſſued to fill 
up the vacancics with any perſons who could draw. 
It was not long before a man offered himſelf, nean 
both in principal and ſituation. Whether it was 
contrived purpoſely to impoſe upon the good-na- 
ture of two deſerving men, I will not preſume to 
determine; but his knowledge in the ſcience of 
drawing, extended very little further than a capa- 
city to ſketch Amvers and groteſgue figures for fans, 

It 
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It was therefore neceſſary to give him ſome inſtruc- 


tions, for which he promiſed to make two gentle- 
men, who had undertaken the taſk, a conſidera- 


ble preſent (which was indeed far from being ade- 


quate to their trouble.) At the expiration of a few 
months, he was rendered capable to be admitted, 
and received pay, but forgot to pay his teachers. 
He evaded their demands by frivolous excuſes, and 


compleated the wickedneſs of his intentions, by 


informing the Surveyor-General, through the 


channel of a man who is ſince dead, © that he was 


l treated, becauſe he would not give a gratuity 


for admiſſion!“ Such a charge as this, no daubr, - 


alarmed the delicacy of Sir Charles, and the cere- 
monies of a board enquiry were ſet on foot imme- 
diately. Ignorant of the conſequences, and ſur- 
priſed with apprehenſion, every youth attended at 
Lord Ligonier's, where the Surveyor, with the af- 
fected dignity and gravity of a Judge, frequently 
asked impertinent queitions ; which, if through the 
inexperience of youth, or ignorance, Were not ſatis- 
factorily anſwered, he deſcended from law oratery 
to that of Billingſgate, and diſmiſſed them, till the 
good old venerable Maſter-Gencral, from a mo- 
tive of compaſſion and humanity peculiar to him- 
ſelf, interrupted his ſpleen, and rebuted him for the 


ſeverity of his conduct, After ſome hours being 


expended, thoſe two unhappy men were expelled ; 
and what added conſiderably to their misfortunes 
and aggravated thelr diſtreſs, were, they were each 
encumbered, one with a family, and the other 
| h with 
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with an aged, pious, and affectionate mother. 
Who, my Lord, at the relation of this melan- 
choly circumſtance and /atwleſs tyranny, can re- 
frain from dropping a tear of pity, but the 2vretches 
who contrived and accompliſhed their deſtruction, 
as they then thought ? 

Thrown entirely out of bee judge what 
a dreadful ſituation they were reduced to! If ſui- 
cide had ſucceeded, no Jury could have brought 
in a verdict felo de je! However, ſome time after, 
through the interpoſition of their friends, they 
were re-admitted. But the pretended contempt of 
Sir Charles for bribery, is not unſimilar to the af- 
fected chaſtity of a common whore, which, with 
the inexperienced part of mankind, operate alike, 
and advances the market to the advantage of the 
mercenary wretch and abandoned proftitute ! 

Had prudence directed them to compliment Sir 
Charles with HALF, it is mere than probable but 
they might have purſued that commerce, for which 
they were unjuſtly impeached, in the moſt unli- 
mited meaning of the word, with impunity, and in 
this neglect only, they are to blame, becauſe their 
years and experience ſhould have taught them the 
neceſſity of it. 

Such, my Lord, in one particular inſtance, is 
the conduct of a man, who, from a birth not very 
diſtinguiſhed or honourable, has roſe to his preſent 
conſequence. The bluſhing ribbon which he diſ- 
plays to his miſerable dependants, was not the re- 
ward of merit ! but given and accepted on the ſame 

| terms, 
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terms, I apprehend, as the one which Lord Clive 
wears. The former meant to intimidate and ſeduce 
the fools of this country, and the latter to - ſtrike 
with awe and reſpe the miſerable ſavages of In- 
dia!“ In ſhort, my Lord, the Ordnance requires 
to be new-modelled, as well as many other depart- 
ments. I have not the happineſs to be acquainted 
with the preſent Lieutenant General; but it is my 
fincereſt wiſh, that he may preſerve his authority, 
and not be ſubject to the caprice or tyranny of an in- 
ferior officer, as many of his predeceſſors have. 
In my next, I ſhall be very particular in regard to 
the conſtruction of the drawing. room, which, on 
the preſent ſyſtem, is neither advantageous to its 
members, or creditable to government. 
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To Lord North. 


MY LORD 


T WOULD not continue to intrude on your pa- 

tience, with an account of the conduct of Sir 
Charles Frederic, had he not uſurped to himſelf 
the conſequence of MaSTER-GENERAL, and ar- 
rogated an uncontroulable right of the diſpoſal of all 
places in the office of Ordnance. Your Lordſhip, 
no doubt, mult be diſpleaſed, when the vices of 
government are expoſed, as ſympathy muit direct 
you to feel for the ſufferings of thoſe who have la- 
boured with as much difficulty as your Lordſhip, 
to render themſelves unpopular and obnoxious, 
Influenced by nothing but my conſcience, and di- 
rected by truth, I have drawn my pen, and mean 
to exerciſe it whilit you and your cotemporaries 
continue to have the leaſt ſhare in the adminiſtra- 
tion of this country. We have the melancholy 
experience to find ourſelves reduced to a ſituation 
much eaſier conceived than expreſſed. Our being 
diſreſpected and inſulted by foreigners, and di- 
vided amongſt ourſelves, are cireumſtances which 
ſufficiently demonſtrate the abilities of your Lord- 
ſhip; but with what confidence or fortitude you will 
be able to withſtand the reſentment of the people, 
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I confeſs myſelf unable to determine. The day 
will ſoon arrive, when you will have occaſion to 
ſummon the united aid of courage and artifice to aſ- 
ſiſt you. We may conclude, that the King is in- 
debted to you for thoſe leſſons which he has re- 
ceived, in what manner he ſhould treat the peti- 
tions of his ſubjects ; but the reſentment of an in- 
jured people muſt ſoon awake you from your le- 
thargy, and involve you in a chaos far more 
dreadful than I can venture to deſcribe, and 
Which may not terminate, but with ruin to your 
family 
The Americans are already reſol ved to a man; 
they deny and deſpiſe your authority, when you 
affect to be abſolute; and you will find it im- 
practicable on a continent ſo extenſive, to make 
them ſubmit. Should you force them to extre- 
mities, be aſſured, my Lord, they will find an 
auxiliary aid in the heart of every honeſt Engliſh- 
man. Such, my Lord, are the ſentiments of the 
whole nation, and of which you will be convinced, 
unleſs a change of men and meaſures ſpeedily en- 
ſue. The ——— view with contempt, and 
an honeſt, intrepid indignation (not eaſily to be 
removed) the miſerable artifices you have been re- 
duced to; and that by a continued ſeries of blun- 
ders, you have at laſt made their cAusk ours, by 
impoſing on the county of Middleſex a man deſti- 
tute of principle aud honour, qualified to attempt 
any villany, and capable to deſtroy the pace of a 
family, betray the intereſt of his friend, or wound 
| the 
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che tranquility of his country] His conduct to a 
poor, deluded, infatuated girl, when at Oxford, 
can never be forgot; and probably Miſs - 0 
his preſent favourite, may ſhare her fate. It were 
thoſe qualities, I preſume, that recommended him 
to your Lordfhip as an object worthy of your at- 
tention ; under your patronage he may improve, and 
hereafter appear, at the head of a department, as 
conſpicuous either as your Lordſhip, or his Grace 
of Grafton. | 

I will now, my Lord, beg leave to renew my 
correſpondence, relative to Sir Charles Frederic ; 
his proceedings have been dark and myſterious for 
many years. Secure in the confidence of the pliant 
and courteous BENJAMIN ALLEN, he has been en- 
abled to act as paſſion or caprice dictate, and ravage 
at large with impunity. 

This man, of an cbſcure birth and mean educa- 
tion, only a junior Clerk, was, on the death of 
his predeceſſor, immediately promoted to the of- 
fice of Surveyor Generals fe: Clerk, over the 
heads of two deſerving old men, whoſe whole life 
had been devoted to the ſervice, and who were en- 
cumbred with a family, which were brought up in 
the paths of virtue, innocence, and truth; but 
thoſe were qualifications which could not operate 
in their favour with Sir Charles, The brother of 
the man who died, would have been promoted to 
the office, had nature been but the leaſt kind to 
him, as he had an inclination to be a knave, but, 
unfortunately, had not even the common neceſſary 
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abilities to direct his intentions; or whether his 


intellects might not be impaired by Thrale's par f- 
ling amber, or damaged by foggy vapours ariſing 
from the uncultivated plains of Blackheath, is 
needleſs to aſcertain: Suffice it to add, that Sir 
Charles Frederic's motives for this bare-faced par- 


tiality are eaſily conceived, . 2s it was neceſſary 


that ſuch a man ſhould be near, his perſon. But 
the iniquitous proceedings of both, I will make it 
my buſineſs to diſcover to the public. 

Some few years paſt, a young gentleman of an 
eaſy, independant fortune, who enjoyed an of- 
fice, was obliged, through ſome little unavoidable 
misfortunes in trade, to be abſent, but not ſo diſ- 
tant, but the duties of his place might be done 
with half the indulgence which has ſince been ex- 
tended to objects lefs deſerving. But unhappily 
for him, Sir Charles had a man to provide for; a 
man not very reſpectable in life, and whoſe pre- 
terment, we are authoriſed to ſuſpect, was pur- 
chaſed at the expence of his honour through the 
channel of proſtitution I mean. | 

It may be gratitude in Sir Charles to counte- 
nance the nominal huſband of his miſtreſs, furniſh 
him, and his illegitimate offspring, with places, 
and ſecure to her a lucrative contract under the go- 


verument. But I can never be prevailed upon to 


believe, that public offices ſhould be facrificed for 
the emolument of a contented cuckold, or a noto- 


74245 adultereſs, 
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However, it is the vice of the age to encourage 
and protect proſtitutes. A man who can cog a die, 
flip a- card, or ride booty on a courſe, may, at any 
time, procure admiſſion to a feteastete converſa- 
tion with the r nobleman in the land, without 
the previous ceremony of ſending up his name; 
but indigent merit is permitted to languiſh in deſ- 
pair, whilft thouſands are laviſhed on d:gn:fied 
pick-pockets, pimps, and ſycophants | 

Such, my Lord, is the character of tos many of 
our nobility, and ſuch is the general opinion of ſo- 
reigners, whoſe cenſure may often border on ex- 
tremes, yet it is ſeldom void of foundation. 

But a truce to reflection of this fort, neither you 
nor Sir Charles are ſuſceptible of the tender paſ- 
ſions; a pantomime or King Lear, would have an 
equal effect on your ſenſes. You would laugh at 
the tragical cataſtrophe of the one, and the idle 
buffoonery of the other, whilit, from each, you 
would receive equal diveriion | 

It has been the uniform practice of Sir Charles, 
to laugh at the misfortunes of mankind, and tri- 
umph over the diſtreſſes of his fe!low-creatures |! 
For the credit of the Ordnance, the happineſs of 
individuals, and the general good of this country, 
we may ſincerely lament that Providence did not 
confine him to the ſultry clime which gave him 
birth. But it is a fatality peculiar to this king- 
dom, to be curſed with Auna ves and fools of a diſ- 


tant growth, 
Colonel. 
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Colonel John Peter Deſmaretz, who lately 
died at Dunkirk, is another proof of the tyranni- 
cal and mercenary diſpoſition of the Surveyor Ge- 
neral, That good old man, to whom government 
were under many obligations for ſeveral eminent 
ſevices, was reduced to the neceſſity of paying the 
ſalary of one of his places to a ſon of Sir Charles. 
He was only the nominal architect of the Tower, 
whilſt the /uck/ing ran away with the profits and 
pap! Nor is it improbable, but that for his con- 
deſcenſion in this particular, he was permitted to 
held the place of chief draughtſman— FOR HIM- 
$ELF, The ſame influence reigns in proportion 
throughout every other office, The drawing- 
room, inſtead of being a nurſery for engineers, and 
for which it was firſt inſtituted, is now become a 
receptacle for electors ſons. Every ſeven years 
their patron is obliged to charter a ſloop for Queen- 
borough, Feverſham, &c. on the return of which 
are imported a numerous collection of miſerable 


conſtituents to be PROVIDED for! Rag-fair fur- 


nmiſhes them with c/oaths and abilities, and on their 
affuming the pen, they are initiated by an able 
practitioner in the myftery of fees, falſe eftimates, 
&c, But this mode of proviſion is not immedi- 
ately confined to freemen, my Lord. It is not 
uncommon in the Tower (and we have many ex- 
amples) to hear of a party-coloured gentleman 
nimbly jumping from behind the carriage of his 
matter into an office. {mpertizence and ſelf-ſuf- 
Kciency they generally bring from their laſt place, 

| and 
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and which is ſeldom deemed unneceſſary amongſt 
our modern Clerks: However, more of this hereafter. 
Indeed, Sir Charles has this ſatisfactory reflection, 
that if he ſhould be ſuperſeded, his miſerable de- 
pendants are equally qualified to attend at the Shake - 
ſpear as the Tower, except his old favourite, the 
QUEEN oF HELL, who, like Urſula in the Pad- 
lock, is exempted by her perſon and years, from 
any attack being made on her chaſtity. But not- 
_ withſtanding the misfortune which attends age, ſhe 
1s exceedingly well calculated to ſupply the loſs 
which the town hath ſuſtained in the retreat of - 
Charlotte Hayes ; for though ſhe is but “ a Com- 
moner !] no GENTLEMAN” s gentlewoman ever kept 
BETTER company.” 

But to return to the Drawing-room, which I 
have obſerved was inſtituted for raiſing engineers. 
That office is now under the daily inſpection of 
two men, who have felt the ſeverity of Sir Charles's 
diſpleaſure, and by their conduct, I believe, are 
not yet thoroughly recovered from their fright. 
They have the care of the plans, paper, colours, &c. 
which they diſtribute to the gentlemen as occaſion 
requires. A youth on his firſt introduction, is 
put to ſcratching of black lines upon white paper 
(which, my Lord, is not much diſadvantage to 
the contraCtor for ſtationary) then to trace from 
the light an ill-conſtructed fort, built on the 
coaſt by an ignorant engineer, without either bar- 
rack or magazine. The original before him he 
copies, draws the work in red and black lines, 

E | without 
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without knowing that the one means maſonry, 
and the other earth. He next finiſhes the adja- 


cent ground, holds up his piece, and views with 
admiration and ſurpriſe, the beautiful variety of 


colours which his ingenuity has daubed upon the 


immaculate ſheet; glacis and eſplanade confounded 
with each other; and inſtead of his plans being 
diſtinct and expreſſive, it is only a rude chaos of ill- 
mixed colours. This, preſented in form, is received 
with pageantry and affected conſequence by the Sur- 
veyor-General. If his father has a vote, or if he is 
the ſon of a great man's little man, the child is or- 


namented with ſearlet and black velvet, ſhipped 
off for Africa or the Weſt-Indies, and has the care 


of ſome of our forts, without being capable to diſ- 
tinguiſh the difference between a cheveaux de frize 
and a hedge fence; or the OY angle, from the 
angle of the gorge. 

In my next, my Lord, I will fulfil the promiſe 
of my laſt letter, and inform you of every other 
particular of the Drawing-room, which, though it 
is of the utmoſt conſequence to this country, is 
neglected, except on ſome occaſions, when, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of proſtitution in one ſex or the other, 
Sir Charles thinks it neceſſary to expel or promote. 


8 ELI M. 


LETTER 
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„ 10 


To Lord North. 
MY LORD, 


T may probably be ſome time before this 
reaches you, in your retreat from the noiſe, | 
buſtle, and confuſion of the political world, as you 
are at once relieved from the anxieiy of office, and 
the licentiouſneſs (as it is termed) of news-paper de- 
clamation. 
The corruption of the one, naturally produces 
the ſeverity of the other; and you will find it at 
leaſt difficult to eſcape cenſure, unleſs you either 
reform, or totally abandon, an adminiſtration, 
which only ſtudies the ruin of their country. But 
I apprehend the prejudice of yeur education, will 
divert you from the former, whilit your ambition 
will deter you from the latter. However, it is 
to be hoped, reflection, which could not procure 
admittance in the hurry of buſineſs, may attend 
you in retirement, and inform you that it is not the 
voice of faction, dictated by a man rendered at 
once popular and deſperate by perſecution, which 
complains, but the general voice of your country- 
men, who, free from every influence, dare ſpeak 
their thoughts, | 


E 2 Mr, - | 


28 SELIM'S LETTERS. 

Mr, Wilkes's political exiſtence, my Lord, ex- 
pired with his confinement ; nor would Europe 
have known ſuch a man, but through the igno- 
rance and folly of your predeceſſors. It was their 
conduct only, which made him important, and his 
diſpoſition very happily correſponded with the 
temper of the times. The people, irritated at the 
partiality which his Majeſty, on all occaſions, 
ſhewed particularly to Scotland, and enraged with 
a PEACE, injurious not only to their honour, but 
intereſt, which was infamouſly before expoſed to 
auction, and bartered as Jews barter merchan- 
dize—for commiſſion, brokerage, premium, and 
drawback! thoſe aggravating circumſtances, 
and the authority which the Earl of Bute at that 
time uſurped, contributed at once to add weight 
to Mr. Wilkes's proceedings, and render the Mi- 
niſtry obnoxious. | 

They reſþe@vely perſevered ; you have adopted 
their ſyſtem, and may proceed, but beware of the 
conſequences ; they may extend much farther than 
your penetration can ſuggeſt, but not ſo far as 
your boaſted reſolution will be able to withRand, 
It argues much weakneſs to ſuppoſe that the 
complaints of the multitude are produced by 
the ſeyerity with which Mr. Wilkes has been 
treated: Without being an advocate for him, 
I am capable to diſtinguiſh the difference be- 
tween an attack upon an zndividual, and the 
conſtitution. Your ſituation may enable you to 
y:olate the rights of one man with impunity, but 

your 
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your privilege ſhall afford you no protection for 
violating the /aws of your country. Political and 
religious opinions, my Lord, when perſecuted, 
procure many converts, which our own hiſtory 
ſufficiently demonſtrates ; but, perhaps, your read- 
ing (until you arrived at the Exchequer) was nar- 
row and circumſcribed, but I preſume your promo 
tion taught you the neceſſity of ſtudying Cocker's 
Arithmetic, and in which you are yet to give the 
world a proof of your progreſs. However, as expe- 
rience generally increaſes with our years, I will 
leave you to meditate, reflect, and reform, whilſt I 
re- aſſume my correſpondence on Ordnance matters. 
In my laſt I mentioned the unhappy fate of a 
youth, who through ſome unavoidable misfortunes 
in trade, could not without endangering his per- 
ſonal ſecurity, attend : he, therefore, petitioned 
for ſix months leave of abſence; but Sir Charles 
Frederick, for motives eaſily to be underſtood, 
detained the petition a month in his poſſeſſion, and 
at the expiration of that time, with an affected 
charity which hypocrites delight to wear, pre- 
ſented it to the Board. But the unfortunate vic- 
tim of his tyranny and ambition, was ſuperſeded by 
one of his miſerable, uninformed dependants, who 
was originally a CHAIRMAN, and whole only merit 
conſiſted in marrying the mreſs of his exotic pa- 
tron! Comfortably ſituated, and his wife furniſhed 
with a lucrative contract, he apes the manners of 
his maſter, in proportion to the difference of their 
ſtations; and is equally indifferent to the tears of 
diitreſs, 
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diſtreſs, and the fies of humanity ! Such, my 
Lord, is the character of thoſe people whom Sir 
Charles Frederick conſiders as objects deſerving 
of preferment; and ſuch only be aſſured, would 


with to court his friendſhip. 


The children of his ſervants are often provided 


for and introduced, where only gentlemen are ſup- 
poſed, and eught to be admitted; or, perhaps, 
from his penurious and mercenary diſpoſition, we 


may with juſtice conclude he compounds with his 


domeſtics for their wages, by procuring for their 
ſons either a commiſſion or an office, It is a pretty 


method, I confeſs, of regulating his expences, and 


it is alſo a matter of indifference to the public, 
where he was taught thoſe leſſons of ceconomy z 
but it ought to be an object, at leaſt, worthy of 


your attention, to enquire on whoſe property he 


diſplays his abilities. 
He may think himſelf ſecure in the confidence 


of his wretched dependants, and to preſerve their 
ſecreſy, may deſcend to Hare the profits of their 
plunder. But as J have promiſed to diſcover the 
abuſes of his office, Sir Charles may be aſſured I 
will not leave him; nor ſhall creditable employ- 
ments, and the public money, be ſacrificed to ſerve 
the purpoſes of proſtitution / My ſituation enables 
re to view the proceedings of Sir Charles with 
circtunſpection, and he fall not violate - his truſt 


without correction. 
The corps of engineers has been on the decline 


tor ſome time, and to give at once the finiſhing 


Nroke, 


| 
' 
{ 
| 
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ſtroke, the offspring of menial ſervants have been 
admitted, whoſe fathers probably were expert in 
diſcovering and ſeducing an obſcure, innocent girl, 
with youth and a pretty face; or a //ter, to pro- 
vide for an indigent brother, has been tempted to 
ſacrifice her body, and abandon her friends, to 
gratify the depraved paſſions of an aged letcher! 
Whilſt his Majeſty's commiſſions are beſtowed 
upon ſuch objects, you muſt neceſſarily expect 
that gentlemen will be extremely cautious how 
they enter into a ſervice ſo diſreſpectful, or at leaſt 
with whom they afſociate, However, it ſhall be 
my endeavours to have this, with many other 
abuſes, canvaſſed in the Houſe of Cmmons, where 
witneſſes, I pledge my word, ſhall not be want- 
ing to prove the iniquitous practices in the Ord- 
nance department. Such an enquiry was in agi- 
tation that years paſt, but the tragical cataſtrophe 


of Sir Charles Frederick's ff Clerk, rendered it 


for that time impracticable; and indeed it was a 


cir:umſtance extremely fortunate for the reputa- 


tion of the Surveyor General, as (if I may be in- 
dulged with the expreſſion) they were nearly re- 
duced to the diſagreeable alternative of becoming 


King's evidences againſt each other. However, the 


abuſes committed in the courſe of the laſt ſeven 


years, are ſufficient to provoke a parliamentary 


enJuiry, and then APPREHENSION may affect, 


what CONSCIENCE never could accompliſh. 


The DRAwWING-ROOM, my Lord, as I have 
already obſerved, was inſtituted as a nurſery for 
engincers, 
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engineers, where it is ſuppoſed the youths would . 
acquire ſufficient knowledge to equip them for 


that ſervice. There is no particular age limited 
for their admiſſion; and on their ad miſſion, they 
are furniſhed with paper, pencils, &c. all of which 
they ſeldom fail to deſtroy very ſoon, and are as 
expeditiouſly ſupplied with more for the ſame in- 
ftrudtive purpoſe. After being ſituated at a table, 


they are directed to be /ilent and ſedate ; and with- 


out making any allowance for the lavity of youth, 
if they deviate from the orders they receive, their 
ſeniors, with great dignity, APPEAR, FRO wN, and 
RETIRE ! The conſequence of which is, they 


are chequed of their pay. This ſpecies of diſcipline, 


very diſtant from what they have been accuſtom- 
ed to, is not attended with the deſired effect, as 
the majority of them are ſo young, as not to be 
entruſted with the diſpoſal of their ſalary, and 
therefore are very indifferent about it; for on 
their firſt admittance, they receive one ſhilling 
and ſixpence per diem; the next promotion tuo, 
and regularly on to the Chief Draughtſman; which 


laſt place Sir Charles generally preſents to the 
youngelt fon in his nurſery, to find him in pap, 


toys, and cuſtards ! The preſent gentleman, whoſe 
name is in the Court Regiſter as Chief Draughtſ- 


man, [I believe holds it for himſelf; but for that 


he is indebted in the ſame manner as Sir Charles 
is for his eſcape from a parliamentary enquiry—T0 
THE DEATH OF ANOTHER MAN, Itisextremely 
abſurd in government, to ſupport an office where 

children 
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children are taken in from ſchool at the age of 
eleyen, and receive pay only to deſtroy paper, co- 
hurt, pencils, &c. The contractors for thoſe ar- 
ticles conſumed, no doubt, will not complain; 
on the contrary we are authoriſed to believe, they 
compliment Sir Charles with a valuable Chri/imas- 
box annually. Without receiving the leaſt inſtruc- 
tion relative to any branches of the mathematicks, 
or being informed of the difference between a 
ravelin, or a horn-work, or being capable to diſ- 
tinguiſh an embraſure from a ſally-port, they are 
provided with plans of various places, drawn pro- 
bably by thoſe as ignorant as themſelves ; and after 
having made an imperfect copy from an imperfect 
draught, they are either ſent as afi/tant to an en- 
gineer, or preſented with a commiſſion themſelves, 
which indeed depends principally upon their inte- 
reſt. They ſometimes, to pleaſe their vanity, and 
divert their friends, and to point out their extraor- 
dinary judgment, declare the nagazine is ill ſitu- 
ated, and worſe contrived ; the barracks not ſuf- 
ficient to contain men enough to defend the place; ; 
the chapel is worſe built than the ſuttling houſe; : 
and as to the guard room—poh ! damn it 2 
only fit for a beg houſe.” They next unfortu- 
nately aſcend the works; but forgettting the com- 
munication of a draw-bridge to paſs over to the co- 
dert way to define the ꝝſe of traverſes, they 
tumble over the parapet wall, and are loſt in the 


A.“ | | 
F This, 
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This, my Lord, is a deſcription of ſome of our 


modern engineers. The drawing-room, in its 


preſent ſituation, is of no ſervice to government. 


Tf they were ſubject to ſome kind of military dif- 


cipline, their pay, continued as it is, with the ad- 
dition of pecuniary honours for ſuperior merit ; and 


the engineers who remain in England, to attend, and 
give lectures on fortifications thrice a week, on ſome 


ground to be purchaſed for that uſe, that they may 
have an opportunity to underſtand the practical 
part as well as theory; then the corps of engi- 
neers would be on a more reſpectable footing, and 


infinitely more ſerviceable. It is impoſſible for a ſet 


of lads, without d:fcretion and inſtruction, to arrive 


at a competent knowledge in the ſcience of forti- 


fication; its a miſtake too groſs for the meaneſt ca- 
pacity to adopt. It greatly aſſiſts the contractors 


for ſtationary, and furniſbes Sir Charles Frederick 


with frequent opportunities to provide for the off. 
ſpring of his ſervants and conſtituents. That, my 
Lord, is the only ſervice the Drawing-room is of 


on its preſent eſtabliſhment; nor are their regula- 
tions founded on ju principles. In the ſummer 
time, they are obliged to attend at nine! in the 


morning, retire at one, attend at three, and ſtay 
till fix; and in the winter, to attend at ten, and 


retire at three. If by accident, or the ſeverity of 


the weather, they happen to be fue minutes after 
the hour, they are immediately chequed ; and as 
the diſpoſal of the money ſo forfeited, we have 


good authority to ſuſpect, Sir Charles can beſt in- 


form 
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form your Lordſhip the particulars of. Their al- 
lowance is not adequate to the confinement they 
ſuffer. - Different from other offices, they know 
no holidays but three days at Chriſtmas; and they 
are even obliged to attend on Sundays, if deſired. 
If it was enlarged upon a more liberal plan, and in- 
ſtead of Sir Charles Frederick, a man was to be 
appointed to ſuperintend, of abilities and henour ſuf- 
ficient; to direct him to act with impartiality, Fam 
convinced it would be advantageous to its members, 
and ſerviceable to this country. It is now become 
neceſſary for the colour of your reputation, my Lord, 
to endeavour to reform the abuſes in public offices. 
If you are fearful, and loth to puniſb the inſolence 


of our natural enemies for repeated inſults, be not 


intimidated from puniſhing the vices of your coun- 


trymen. Envy itſelf, whilſt ſhe condemns you for 


the one, will applaud you for the other. I once 
more inform you, that large ſums of the public 


money, which are allowed by Parliament for the 


Ordnance, are facrificed to purpoſes far different 


than they were granted for; and Sir Charles Fre- 


derick, and his aſſociates, can beſt inform your 
Lordſhip what thoſe puRPosEs Ax. {f they won't 


SELIM, 


F 2 LETTER 


PPP 


—— — — 


35 SELIM'S LETTERS: 


CCC 
MY LORD! 
O UR property invaded, our coaſt inſulted, 


and an arſenal malicioufly deſtroyed, are ob- 
jects equally indifferent to a perſon of your happy, 


| PRiloſophical diſpoſition, Whether the Duke of 


Cumberland was diſpatched from Barn-Elms, on 
his late expedition to Portſmouth, by the advice 
of your Lordſhip, or Sir Edward Hawke, is a 
matter of very little conſequence. But we could 
wiſh you would at leaſt be as precipitate in ſend- 


ing aſffiſtance to Falkland's Iſland, I am per- 


faded, from the nature of its ſituation, you will 
find it neceſſary, unleſs you mean tamely to f ub- 
mit to the encroachments of our natural enemies, 
and effectually betray the honour of this nation. 


The conſequence of ſuch conduct, my Lord, in 


in any other reign, would be an IMPEACHMENT; 
but your ſecurity is founded on the credulity of 
your Royal Maſter, and may exiſt with his life. 

The united murmurs of the people have at laft 
brought forth an advertiſement, offering a reward 
for the apprehending of the perſon or perſons who 
ſet fire to the Dock yard. The offenders are at 
At obliged to you for the delay; it has furniſhed 


them 
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them with an opportunity to eſcape, and you may 
now probably procure more intelligence in the 
Dock-yard, than you would wiſh to know, as it 
is impoſſible that a plan ſo well-concerted and 
executed, could be acccomplithed without neglect 
on one ſide, and contrivance on the other, It is 
indeed evident, the officers of the yard have not 
been attentive to the good of his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice; and if the centinels had been awake on 
their poſts, or the officers gone the rounds as their 
duty requires, without truſting to the diligence of 


an intoxicated. Serjeant, we may ſuppoſe the mis- 


fortune which we have experienced, would have 
been prevented. However, ve have this conſo- 
lation, that a dreadful cataſtrophe is often ſuc- 
ceeded by a. fortunate event; and in this doctrine, 
J preſume, your Lordſhip finds relief from the 
diſtreſſes which a -mal-adminiſtration is ſaid to 
produce. | 

It was the duty of Sir Edward Hawke to have 
gone immediately, upon the firit intelligence, to 
Portſmouth, and given the neceſſary directions 
for diſcovering. the perpetrators of {ſo horrid an 


affair, and not have diſpatched an ignorant youtlr, 


rendered contemptible and obnoxious by the po- 
yerty of his abilities, and the depravity of his 
heart Tt was a diſgrace to your Sovereign and 
himſelf, to ſend him with one hundred pounds in 
his pocket to diſtribute amongſt a number of in- 
digent and mercenary wretches, the better to ſc- 


cure 
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cure their eſteem, or at leaſt to preſerve him from 
their reproaches. 

It was a meanneſs to endeavour to bury his 
vices in an ill-timed generoſity, and a propoſition 
which a man of honour ſhould have rejected with 
diſdain ! If Sir Edward Hawke, through the infir- 


mities of age, is incapable to attend to his duty, I 


ſhould think it no diſgrace to his underſtanding to 
reſign. It is but an indifferent proof of his af- 
fection for this country, to continue at the head 
of a department, where the utmoſt ſtrength of abi- 
lities and conſtitution are required. He cannot 
poſſibly arrogate to himſelf any merit for his con- 
duct in the Admiralty; his partiality is inexcuſe- 
able; nor has he betrayed the leaſt deſire to pro- 
mote thoſe men, who have deſerved encouragement 
by their conduct in the late war, The condition 
of our fleet, and the treatment the officers of the 
Navy have received, are proofs too demonſtrative 
to be enlarged upon here. A man promoted to 
the command of our ſhips at Boſton (where the 
utmoſt ſkill, moderation, and judgment will be 
found neceſſary) remarkable only for the love of 
his delicate perſon, and debauching the wife of 
his 5% friend, enables us to conclude what autha- 


_ rity Sir Edward is permitted to poſſeſs in the ad- 


miniſtration of his office. | | 
Captain G has been long known to the 
world, as a man fond of his perſon and dreſs, and 
whoſe military atchievements have been confined 
| 0 
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to the fields of Venus, where the repatations of 


married and young ladies, equally credulous and 
unfortunate, have fallen a ſacrifice to his artifice, 


| whilſt he has laughed and triumphed at his own 


ſucceſs, in compleating their misfortunes ! 

But whilft the fair ſex will give the preference 
to the ſuperficial language of a coxcomb, and re- 
ject the /o/id arguments of a man of ſenſe, they 
muſt neceſſarity expect their fondneſs for admi- 


ration, or rather adoration, will produce many 
ſuch characters, at once diſgraceful and deſtruc- 


tive to ſociety. Theſe are circumſtances too well 


authenticated, to require any farther comment; I 


"ſhall therefore leave your Lordſhip to contemplate 
on the ſubject, and direct my correſpondence im- 
mediately to 


Sir CHARLES FREDERICK 


Sir Charles 


DURING the enjoyment of many different 
lucrative offices for ſeveral years, you have eſcaped, 


_ conſidering your practice, without much cenſure. 
However, the period is at laſt arrived, when your 


conduct will be revealed to the public. The 


abuſes of your office, the tyranny of yourſelf and 


clerks, and the extravagant charge of every artifi- 


cer's bill, ſufficiently demonſtrate with what credit 


to yourſelf, and juſtice to your country, you have 
executed your duty. I am poſſeſſed of a lng lift of 
| | ac 
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accounts, ſome of which ſhall make their appear- 
ance in the Houſe of Commons. You was once 
happy in endeavouring to impeach your two friends 
of embezzling th King's money, the better to ſe- 
cure yourſelf ; but the particulars of your conduct, 

relative to Meſſrs. Miles and Hayter, ſhall form 
part of my next letter. I ſhall coatent myſelf 
with obſerving your partiality to Mr. Caddy and 
Mr. Aſſiotti, who were appointed draughtſmen on 
different foreign ſervices, and deprived of their 
Drawing- room pay, though granted to others. 
The farmer gentleman, with a becoming reſolu- 

tion, applied to Lord Granby, who gave it as 


his written opinion, be was entitled to the indul- 


gence, if any one elſe enjoyed it. But it was his 
misfortune not to be related either to your Va- 
vo2rite female ſervant, or your Hibernian domeſ- 


tio. If he had, his pay would have been ſecured, 


and he would not have experienced the mortifica- 
tion of ſeeing the Maſter General's order treated 
with contempt. However, as you have thought 


proper to act contrary to the directions of your ſu- 


perior, it is to be expected you will at leaſt inform 
us to what uſe tie money is appropriated ; or whe- 
ther it contributed to defray the expence of ſending 
an Ordnance veſſel, with labourers armed, to pro- 
tect, from an enraged and abuſed populace, the 
common land, which w: as illegally wreſted from them, 
and incloſed. 25 r. Wilkes, of Feverſham, in con- 
ſequence of his icrvices to you in the Ordnance 

| branch, 
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branch, and in Lincolnſhire, I preſume is permit- 
ted to be hour tenant at an eaſy rate. As to Mr. 
Affiotti, the Italian diſpoſition which he enjoys by 
hereditary right, teaches him to be quiet: They 
are generally known to remonſtrate only with a 
knife, but he is certainly much obliged for being 
ſent to Minorca, where he may enjoy the free ex- 
erciſe of hjs religion. | 

Indeed, the whole ſyſtem of your conduct is one 
continuation of paradoxes, which the pliant and 
affable Benjamin Allen, as chief clerk, is alone 
capable to ſolve. Your notions of ceconomy are 
admirable, The particulars of the purchaſe of the 
five acres near Upnor Caſtle (part of your ſiſter in 
law's fortune) will next appear, with the artificers 
bills ſor 1766. 

You and Mr, Hartwell may well have your 
houſes rebuilt at Berkley-ſquare and Woodford, 
when the tradeſmen are allowed ſuch extraordi- 
nary bills; but we may ſuppoſe, that upon thoſe 
conditions only their accounts are paſſed, It is 
alſo neceſſary to enquire what merit Mr. L 
may poſſeſs, that he is appointed to go out to 
America as ſtore-keeper, who never attended his 
duty in the office for years; or whether the ap- 
prehenſion of his attendance, ſubjecting him to 
be a reſident in the King's-Bench, was not an 
excuſe for abſence, as eligible in Mr. Pilking- 
ton. 

As to the Drawing- room, I will, for the preſent, 
leave it to the care of its virtuous houſe-keeper. 


G The 
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The ſeaſon is advancing, when ſhe may retail 
coal to the two pair of ſtairs in half pecks, and 
ſcold Gregory for chuſing of it round. Her no- 

tions of ceconomy, like your's (her grand exam- 
ple) are admirable, and may hereafter entitle her 
to ſome better proviſion. In the mean time, if 
ſhe continue to act on her uſual principles, a few 

years will furniſh her with an opportunity to re- 
tire, and live upon her MEANS! 
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LW 


To Selim. 


SIR, 


N your letters to Lord North, you remarked 
L the rebuilding of Sir Charies's houſe at 
Berkeley-ſquare, and Mr. Hartwell's at Wood- 
ford; but you forgot the new houſe, which the 
latter i is building at Haile-End in Eſſex. That 
| worthy, honeſt man, having the direction of all 
building materials, as well as of workmen, both 
at the Tower and Woolwich, follows the good 
example that is ſet before him; and, as the old 
proverb ſays, makes hay while the Sun ſhines; 
for he not only aſſiſts in the artificer's 


+ bills, but makes free to carry the materials from 


the King's-yards in the Tower, and commands 
the carpenters from the Tower and Woolwich» 
as well as the bric ers and ſtohe-maſons, to go 
and work them up, Bo, J think, he hath an ad- 
vantage of thoſe in a ſuperior rank; bur as the 
people of England are in theſe days very dull of 
apprehenſion, it will be needful to explain this 4 
little more. 

Mr. Hartwell hath a cart of his own, and the 
driver of it is a labourer belonging to the Ord- 
nance, and hath drove for more than ſeven year, 
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which cart comes to the Tower twice or thrice a 
week, loaded with waſh and grains, which the 
labourers colle& together for him, and which 
they are compelled to do by his authority, and 
dare not refuſe. His cart being thus loaded as 


a cloak, there are put into it ſuch materials as are 


ready, boards and timber, ſome new, ſome old, 
ſome planed, ſome rough ; for ſuch perſons have 
not always the opportunity of chuſing; though I. 
believe, few people of his profeſſion have ſo much 
as himſelf; for all materials, as well as work- 
men, are at his command; and when the mate-. 
rials, and other things, are ready, the carpenters. 
and bricklayers are ordered from the Tower and 
Woolwich to work them up. William Webb, a 
carpenter at the Carriage-yard in the Tower, hath 
been in Eſſex, at his country houſe, for ſeven or 
eight years paſt, excepting for a few days, once 
or twice a year, for a cloak. Thomas Linnard 
and Thomas Powell, carpenters, at the Tower; 
and John Burford and Dunforth, carpenters, at 


Woolwith, were at Haile-End in Eſſex, build- 


ing his new houſe; and, as I am informed, were 
there near five months laſt ſufimer ; and I have 
heard one of 1 men ſay, that he worked from 
four o'clock in the morning till nine at night, 
when that cee man allowed him the 
King's wages, and he was obliged to come to Mr. 
Morris's, foreman at the Tower, for it on Sun- 
days. Theſe men may well ride in their chariots, 
and build * John Burford i is now at Haile- 
End 
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End, and hath been all this ſummer. I have 
ſeen loaded into this honeſt man's cart, coals and 
wood, and mortar ready mixed, with hair for 
plaiſtering ; and beſides what his own cart hath 
carried from the King's ſtore-houſes at the Tower, 
Mr. Dunford's cart hath carried to Woodford and 
Haile-End in Eſſex, fixty-four loads of coals, 
wood, and building materials, fince the 12th of 
April 1769, moſt of them from the Carriage- 
yard in the Tower, and the ſtone-maſons yard 
on Tower wharf, 2nd were loaded by the carpen- 
ters, wheelers, and labourers, who work at the 
Carriage-yard at the Tower, and under the di- 
rections of John Powell, the foreman of the car- 
penters, and a creature of his own modelling. 
Tneſe men, I doubt not, if they had liberty 
given them, would be glad to declare upon cath, 
whoſe property it was, to the beſt of their know- 
ledge. Five loads of ſtone were brought from 
Greenwich magazine, by the Plymouth floop, 
John Nicholas, owner, but in the Ordnance ſer- 
vice, and landed on Tower wharf, by Mr. Hart- 
well's order, on the gth of Auguſt 1770; and on 
the ſame evening, ſome of them loaded into his 
own cart; and on the 13th inſtant, his own cart 
was loaded with more of the ſame ftone; and on 
the 16th inſtant, Mr. Hartwell's cart was loaded 
again with ſome of the ſame; and on the 22d in- 
ſtant, I ſaw Mr. Hartwell's cart loaded at the 
Carriage-yard, with different ſorts of timber. If 
any man was to take one piece of theſe ſtolen 
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goods from off his own premiſes, I dare ſay he 
would put the law in execution againſt him; but 
what would be felony in another man, is not ſo 
in him; becauſe he hath a ſtar and ribband to 
cover him from juſtice, 

In my next, I will endeavour to draw a true 
picture of ſome of the other pretty gentlemen of 
the Ordnance, I am a very bad limner, but 
while I am learning, I ſhall leave them to-pauſe, 


SIRA, 


«$ L-E T T ER 
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L £77 T7 xx On 


To Sir Charles F rederic, 


KNIGHT OF THE BATH, SURVEYOR GENERAL 
OF THE ORDNANCE, AND COMPTROLLER OF 
THE LABORATORY AT WOOLWICH, 


SIR CHARLES, 


HAVE hitherto "addreſſed myſelf to Lord 
North, but as the ſeaſon is approaching when 

his own affairs will ſufficiently engage his atten- 
tion, I ſhall, for the future, direct my correſ- 
pondence immediately to yourſelf, I am per- 
ſuaded General Conway will not be the dupe, ei- 
ther of you or your Secretary, Benjamin Allen. 
His experience is too great to be deceived by the 
chicane of office, and the acknowledged abilities 
of you and your aſſociates, will not be able to 
impoſe upon his underſtanding. We. are per- 
fectly acquainted with the birth and education of 
Mr. Allen, and are ready to account for his ty- 
ranny and meanneſs; that affected importance 
which he aſſumes, and the conſequential method of 
wearing his hat, are at once demonſtrative proofs 
of the depravity of his heart, and the deficiency of 
his underſtanding ; nor do we know a man bet- 
ter calculated to ſuccced him, than your friend, 
| the 
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the nominal huſband of Mrs. „ whom 
you tranſplanted from the Salt-office to the Small- 
gun-armory (at the expence of a deſerving young 
man) and like an affectionate parent, raiſed from 
miſerable indigence to imperious affluence, In- 
deed, conſidering your connections with ſome - 
part of his family, he is under very little obliga- 
tions for his preferment, However, waving 
thoſe circumſtances which only wear the appear- 
_ ance of juvenile indiſeretions, I ſhall proceed to 
an enquiry into your conduct in public; that, I 
am convinced with many more, would render 
your perſonal ſecurity very precarious, had we a 
Houſe of Commons honelt and independant ; but 
it is natural to ſuppoſe they will countenance 
your vices, when a majority. have infamouſly 
combined to impoſe upon their conſtituents, be- 
tray their confidence, and deſtroy the conſtitu- 
tion of their country. You have for a number of 
years reigned in the office of Ordnance, with 
equal credit to yourſelf, and advantage to govern- 
ment. And I ſhall make it my buſineſs to in- 
form myſelf of every particular wherein the pub- 
lic money has been ſacrificed to private intereſt, 
and the duties of your office neglected or pro- 

ſtituted, ER 
The delicacy of your conſtitution is no plau- 
ſible excuſe for your abſenting yourſelf from the 
Ordnance, The fatigues of your office are not 
ſo great as to endanger your health, and juſtify 
an almoſt total deſertion of your duty. Repeated 
s meſlages 
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meſſages had no effect, and you treated with 
equal indifference both Petition and Remonſtrance. 
We know your vanity will ſtimulate you to ape 
your ſuperiors; and it has been the peculiar 
misfortune of your life, always to copy their bad 
qualities. But for what motive could you neg- 
lect ſigning the accounts of the Drawing- room and 
labourers? Their ſituation renders pay day very 

acceptable. They can't grocure credit either 

from butcher, brewer, or baker, for two or three 
months, under the paltry pretence of providing 
for their family. Had they that advantage, they 
might probably afford to wait your pleaſure, and 
have honeſty enough to fulfil their promiſes after- 
wards. Perhaps you was defirous of a vacancy, 
and by delaying the day of payment, furniſh their 
creditors with an opportunity to arreſt them; by 
that means diſcharge them, and provide for a ſet 
of ſycophants, who have meanneſs enough to de- 
ſcend to any action, without reſolution ſufficient 
to juſtify it. But in that particular they imitate 
their patron, and are in ſome meaſure excuſeable. 
It is not many years ſince you had occaſion for 
the utmoſt exertion of your courage; and if your 
ſon makes no better appearance in the field than 
you did in the Senate, he will probably find it 
difficult to eſcape without puniſhment. But with 
what reſolution can you bear the reflection of be- 
traying your two friends, Meſſrs. Miles and Hay- 
ter? Two men whom you have often declared 
you entertained the utmoſt regard for; and if the 
H public 
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public money was embezzled, I will politively 
afirm it was by your authority and advice, which. 
Mr. Hayter told you at the very inſtant you im- 
peached him at the bar of the Houſe of Commons; 
whilft Mr. Miles remained inanimate, ſurpriſed 
at your perfidy and ingratitude; and to oblite- 
rate his ſhame, had recourſe to the melancholy 
expedient of ſuicide, and fell a miſerable martyr 
to your infamy. "The world will ſuſpe& you pre- 
ſided at one of our noted rotation offices, where 
the doctrine of turning King's evidence with its 
advantages, is daily diſcufled. Though to do 
you juſtice, when you aroſe from. your ſeat, all 
the horrors of a guilty conſcience appeared re- 
markably conſpicuous, and your tongue, that 
only acted mnterially, had more honeſty than 


your heart, which is generally ſuppoſed in other 


men to be the nobleſt inhabitant of the body. 
You faultered, you. trembled, and if any mem- 
ber had fortunately aſked the queſtion, you 


would have accuſed yourſelf of that guilt, which 


you meanly endeavoured to fix upon your friends, 
But fate has reſerved you for a puniſhment igno- 
minious and ſevere; and poſterity will treat your 


memory with contempt. You have frequently 


abuſed Lord George Sackville, when popular 


clamour was unjuſtly raiſed againſt him; but by 


what unaccountable fatality did it happen, you 
kad not reſolution ſufficient. to anſwer him, 
when he oppoſed your motion, and vindicated 
Mr, Hayter? Lord George has been treated ill 

by 
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by thoſe who were in alliance with his enemies, 
and thoſe who had entered into a confederacy to 
cheat their country ; and the world will not he- 
ſitate to declare your motive for your antipathy 
againſt that nobleman. Mr. Miles left you a 
conſiderable ſum in reverſion, and after your 
ſending him poſt-haſte to eternity, will your con- 
ſcience permit you to take his property out of the 
family: But you can reconcile tran ſactions equally 
infamous, and there's little doubt of your conduct 
in this particular. 

Mr. Hartwell, your boſom friend, ſeems con- 
ſcious of the charge brought againſt him by Sir a, 
and his anſwer * ſhall be criticiſed on hereafter. 

His 


— 


* The following letter, in * to 8: 14, ap- 
peared in vindication of Hartwell. 


To the Printer of the London Evening-Paſf. 


.S F'E, 
H O0 GH your correſpondent Sira's late 
letter to Selim, does not deſerve an an- 

ſwer, yet it certainly is intitled to the ſchool- 

boy diſcipline of the rod, for the groſs fal ſehoods 
impoſed on the public, which he ſays is fo dull 
of apprehenſion, 

It were to be wiſhed, Sir, that all who appear, 

as advocates for virtue, and the detectors of bad 

actions, would. not only give the public example 
as well as precept, but keep to real facts, eſpe- 
cially in their publications. 

R-2 Sure 
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His paltry equivocation is equally curious and 
contemptible. I poſitively ſay his houſes at Wood- 
tord and Haile-End, were chiefly rebuilt-at the ex- 


pence of government. Sira never ſaid he built it; 
| and 


Sure J am this is not the caſe with the authors 
of Sira; the noble virtue that inſpired them, was 
diſappointment, revenge, malice, &c. 

The charge brought againſt Mr. Hartwell, in 
your paper of the Zoth ult. of his building a 


houſe at Woodford, and another now at Haile- 


End; I being a neighbour, well knew that the 
| houſe Mr. Hartwell has for many years inhabited 


at Woodford, was built before Sira, or Mr. 
Hartwell, was born, and which, if I am rightly 
informed, is not Mr. Hartwell's houſe, but a 
young gentleman's belonging to the office of 
Ordnance. Before I preſumed to contradict Sira, 
I have made it my particular buſineſs to enquire 
into the merits of his charge againſt Mr. Hartwel], 


| for the new houſe now building at Haile-End, - 


and am well convinced Sira has been equally un- 
fortunate in this houſe, as the other, being ac- 

uainted with ſeveral of the tradeſmen con- 
cerned, who declare, and are ready to atteſt, that 
neither the materials ufed, or mens time em- 
ployed in building the ſaid houſe at Haile-End, 
ever was, or intended to be (to the beſt of their 
knowledge) charged to the office-bills ; they ſe- 
| | | verally 
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and Hartwell's evaſion will not paſs current with 
us. I believe he would be very ſorry to have it 
come to the proof, -and common prudence ſhould 
direct him to be quiet. 
Pour advocate, who ſigns himſelf Unprejudiced, 
would better employ his time in learning gram- 
mar, than ſcribbling in a news paper, and in- 
ſulting our patience with his nonſenſe. He is 
not yet arrived to the knowledge of relatives, anp 
| knows 


_ 


verally have received of Mr. Hartwell, the 
amount of their bills as ſoon as they could conve- 
niently make them out. 

Mr. Hartwell is further charged with * 
materials from the King's-yard at the Tower; 
whereas it is an undeniable fact, that Mr. Pal- 
mer, at Stratford, ſerved him with timber, deals, 
&c. Mr. Scott, of Bow, with lime and ſand; 
Meſſrs. Scotts, at Hackney, with every brick 
that has been uſed on the ſpot. 

When Sira can get over theſe ſtubborn facts, 
and keep ſtrict to truth, eſpecially if he can put 
perſonal prejudice out of the queſtion, he ſhall 
receive more credit than I can at preſent give 
him; if not, J hope he will ſpend the remainder 
of his ill- ſpent life in penitence and tears; and 
am, Sir, 

your humble ſervant, 


UNPREJUDICED. 
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knows no difference between the ſingular and 
plural. However, the elegance of his ſtyle is at 
leaſt equal to the dignity of his ſubject; and, I 
believe, his actions correſpond with his ſenti- 
ments. In this letter he appears to be very well 
acquainted with Sira. He adviſes him, in the 
language of a Methodiſt preacher, to ſpend the 
remainder of his days in penitence and tears, as 
an atonement for an ill- ſpent life. Certainly he 
confeſſes himſelf well acquainted wth Sira, or 
elſe why that advice? J have very little apprehen- 
ſion of his being able to confute Sira. Many 
particulars I am acquainted with myſelf; and T 
have too good an opinion, from what he has al- 
ready advanced, to ſuſpect he would publiſh a 
falſhood. | 


D 


SELIM. 


„ 8 I N As 
S IR, . 

THE facts which you have advanced, ſhall be 
particularly enquired into hereafter. It muſt be 
a work of time, for the clerks, like a chain, are 
connected with each other; and if we deſtroy but 
one link, we ſhall be able to diſcover the in- 
famy of the whole. Mr. Dickenſon has enough 
to employ him, I confeſs, as the burthen of the 
office is entirely fixed upon him; and a little de- 
formed piece of imperfection, who exhibits his 
authority with no ſmall ſhare of ſelf- ſufficiency 
and importance, You, no doubt, muſt be ac- 

8 quainted 


SELIM'S LETTERS. 85 
quainted with the different offices, and that many 
clerks, who have only 6ol. per annum, keep 
country houſes, I wiſh their reſpective pariſhes 
may not be obliged to keep their children, 


To a young Gentleman in the Tower, 
S I R, | | 

AS you are recommended to the office you are 
in by Sir Charles Frederic, it will be very little 
fervice or credit to your patron, to publiſh it at 
different houſes of entertainment your being EN- 
GINEER OF THE TOWER. You have been de- 
tected at Camberwell, and we are not ignorant 
of your behaviour in Gracechurch-ſtreet, at the 
miſerable exhibition of dramatic entertainments, 
by fan itinerant, worthleſs company in the Bo- 
rough; and the concluding of your frolic in the 
purlieus of Covent-garden, with quarrelling and 
fighting upon right of precedence in having 
your ſhoes blacked. But though you had dubbed 
yourſelf Captain, and claimed privileges in con- 
ſequence thereof ſuperior to your companions, 
you Was ſoon convinced of your error, and that a 
cockade is but a miſerable auxiliary to cowardice. 
Out of compaſſion to your youth, I decline pub- 
liſhing your name. This reproof, I hope, will 
have the deſired effect. If you perfevere, be aſ- 
fured the confequences muſt prove fatal and 1g- 
nominious. 


| 
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Fern 
To Selim. 
SIR, | 3h | 
GREEABLE to my promiſe, I call on you 
once more to tell me, if you can, what 
hath been done by ſmiths, carpenters, and 
wheelers, for two years. paſt, at the expence of 


an hundred pounds a month, more than to. prepare 
materials for building Mr. Hartwell's new houſe 


at Hail-End? This, I find is the monthly ex- 


pence of the Carriage- yard, in which I do not in- 
elude thoſe men mentioned in my laſt, nor yet 
the labourers that are employed to clean his cha- 
riot, look after his horſes, and carry coals into 
the Tower for his own ſervice. If you aſk Mr. 
Hartwell, what is become of the ſtones that were 
taken from the broad walk before the grand ſtore- 
houſe, he would probably ſay, carried to Pur- 
fleet; but I ſay none but what he refuſed. In- 
deed, there were ſome loaded on board the Peace 
and Plenty, after he and Powel had taken what 
they pleaſed; for they are fond of having hand- 
ſome-faced commodities. Since the peace was 
concluded, there was a great number of ſcaling 
ladders deſtroyed ; and one of the Jabourers took 


a piece about four or five feet long, and Hart- 


well 
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well ſaw it, and ſeized it for himſelf; and a few 
days after the ſame man ſaw it, loaded with 
other things, for Eſſex. On the 25th ult; his 
cart was loaded with coals; and on the 28th, his 
own cart was loaded again. You know the Store- 
keeper of the Ordnance is a place of great charge, 
and great Tecurity is given by the principal Store- 
keeper; but like other people, he is a ſtranger 
to what is done in his office. The charge of the 
ſtores is left to his Clerks, four of whom are eſta- 
bliſhed, and have large ſalaries; but the buſt- 
neſs is left to an extra Clerk, for his firſt Clerk 
is a good-natured man, and knows little of the 
tranſactions of the office; and the ſecond Clerk 
knows leſs, for he is Deputy-Maſter of the Mint, 
and does no duty in the Store-keeper's office; 
and his third Clerk ſtill knows as little, for he 
hath a place in the Small Armory, and a place 
alſo in the Coining-office in the Mint, and there- 
fore can do no duty in the Store-keeper's office; 
his fourth Clerk is a lodger in Gray's-inn, and 
does no duty; fo that the charge of the ſtores is 
left to the care of aer an extra um to 
manage as he pleaſes. 

In the year 1760, there was an account taken 
of the ſtores remaining in the Tower, occaſioned 
by the change of the Store-keeper; when Mr. 
Dickinſon ordered a labourer to come at eight 
o' clock in the morning, which was an hour be- 
fore the other clerks and labourers come upon 
that duty; and when he came, he ſays, that Mr. 

1 Dictinſon, 
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Dickinſon, and Mr. Humfrey, a Clerk in the 


Ordnance department, ordered him to carry ſome 


tents behind a pile of tents, that had been re- 
ceived. - I heard the man ſay, he believes he 


carried near ſixty, and which were never ac- 
counted for. Thus there may be plenty of 


dreſſer-cloths, hand-towels, ſervants ſheets, and 
coverings for ſurmmer-houſes. There were re- 
maining ſtores at Sheerneſs, -ſome time ago, 
ſome ſponge, rammer-heads repairable, brought 
by the Frederic ſloop to the Tower, to be bored 
a little bigger to receive the rope, and which 


were by Mr. Dickinſon ordered over to the 


Horſe-armoury ; and Henry Deale was ordered by 
him to chip and deface them ; for he ſaid, they 


think them ſerviceable, but we know better ; 


and it was done according to his order. There 
was likewiſe broken to pieces a great quantity of 
armourers tool-cheſts, ſuppoſed to coſt ten or 
twelve ſhillings each, and not ſixpence the worſe 
for uſe. There is a man ready to declare on oath, 
that according to his judgment, there were as many 
as were worth an hundred pounds deſtroyed, the 
greateſt part carried to his houſe, There have 
alſo been great quantities of ſwingle trees, ſcaling 
ladders, and triangle gins, deſtroyed, greateſt part 


of which were thought as good as new; beſides 


many thouſand blocks, as fit for ſervice as ever, 
by the judgment of many people; and alſo a great 


number of tent-poles, pick-ax bebe, felling- ax 


helves, cheveaux-de-frizes, barrels, ſpikes, and 
| many 
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many other things. You complain of the invaſion 
and embezzlement of our property, and the diſtreſs 
of the land in general by hard taxes; but is it to 
be wondered at, when ſuch people as thefe have 
liberty to deſtroy the public property without con- 
troul ? If the ſtores were taken proper care of, 
when delivered into his Majeſty's ſtore-houſes, the 
tradeſmens bills would not run ſo high, neither 
would they be compelled to wait ſo long for their 
money. l 
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To Sir Charles Frederic, 
KNIGHT OF THE BATH, SURVEYOR GENERAL. 
"OF THE OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, AND COMP- 


TROLLER OF THE LABORATORY AT WOOL-= 
WICH. WS 


VINCIT OMNIA VERITAS, 


SIR CHARLES, 


HE office of Ordnance, over which you 

have uſurped a ſuperiority unknown to your 
predeceſſors, has ſuffered in its reputation and 
credit, not only from your own ill management, 
but the delegated knavery of your miferable de- 
pendents. | *» 
The abuſe of power, and the embezzling the 
King's ſtores, have been for a conſiderable time 
the ſole objects of your attention; and your pics 
friend, Mr. Hartwell, will very ſoon find it ne- 
ceſſary to inform the repreſentatives of the people, 


at the bar of the Houſe of Commons, under 


whoſe influence and advice he has preſumed to 
act. It is a poſition well eſtabliſhed, that a ſimi- 
larity of ſentiment, between men of REAL worth, 
naturally creates eſteem. So Gay, in his inimitable 


opera, 
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opera, has proved beyond a poſſibility of contra- 
diction, that for a very obvious reaſon, it is alſo 
the intereſt of KNAVES to preſerve a good under- 
ſtanding with each other. Noſcitar a ſocio, i 
an antient ſcandal, which its author having the 
gift of preſcience, foreſaw was to be verified by 
modern practice. If your claſſic ears, Sir Charles, 
ſhould be offended at the quotation, or modeſtly 
deem it miſapplied, candour will readily elude the 
ſhafts of your malevolent criticiſm, and determine 
between the merits of authenticated facts, and the 
fappery of affected pedantry. "The 7zt:macy ſub- 
ſiſting between you and Hartwell, gave birth to 
the above remark. It ſeems he imagines himſelf 
ſecure in the intereſt of his patron, and may either 
embezzle or convert to his own uſe, with impu- 
nity, his Majeſty's ſtores. We know it is his 
practice, not only in the Tower, but country; 
and though he may think it laudable to imitate 
his ſuperiors conduct in this particular, he ſhall 
at leaſt find it inſufficient to juſtify his total want 
of integrity. The uniform practice of his life, 
has at once rendered him contemptible and ridi- 
culous. We trace him aſcending the heights of 
infamy, not gradually, but eazerly, as if the ſum- 
mit of his ambition was to be the molt perfect in 
vice; and not contented with proftituting himſelf 
to you, we follow him through the different chi- 
canèries of office, till you, compleatly ta damn his 
left ſenſe of ſhame, made him ſacrifice his unfor- 
natæ 
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nate nephew, to provide for the nominal huſband 
of an ignorant, imperious woman, There you tri- 
umphed ! That victory afforded you no fmall ſhare 
of happineſs ; and it was one of thoſe actions, 
which your peculiar delicacy, of ſentiment could 

not but applaud ! Nor is it difficult to account for 
your partiality to Meſſrs. Hartwell, Allen, and 
Johnſon, when we conſider your attachment to 
thoſe v/eful members of the community, porters, 
faotmen, and chairmen. 

Your mental depravity, joined to the ſeverity 


of your conduct, ſufficiently proves your heart to 


be an entire ſtranger to the ſoft feelings of huma- 
nity, or what plauſible excuſe can you offer, for 
detaining ſo long at Plymouth, without prefer- 
ment, the nephew of an unfortunate man, whoſe 
death you precipitated, when intereſt and gratitude 
gave him every title to your confidence and eſteem ? 
But his ſentiments of honour were delicate, and 
tau2ht him, that even death, in the hideous form 
of ſuicide, was ſuperior to your friendſhip ; and 
your conſcience, in your latter days (when back 
gliding memory takes a retroſpect of your actions) 
will call you muck more than the ſeverity of my 
pen; then may you juſtly “ fear for the future, 
knowing what is fg.“ The brother of the un- 

fortunate man, who fell a victim to your ſecurity, 
has fome requiſites valuable in your eſtimation. I 
am ſurpriſed you never ſingled him out for pro- 
motion. However, it is to be hoped, you will at 


leaſt 
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leaſt patronize his offspring, as they are the j joint 
production of madneſs and folly. They will poſ- 
ſeſs thoſe hereditary extremes in right of their pa- 
rents, and ſuch compoſitions can eaſily be moulded 
to your purpoſes, 

Your attachment, Sir Charles, to the miſerable 
 wretches i in your intereſt, is no leſs remarkable, 
than your fraternal affection for Colonel Frederic. 
You countenanced your brother's marriage with 
Miſs Pickering, the cooper's daughter at Rocheſ- 
ter; and fo prove your regard, undertook the im- 
proving of a ſmall piece of land, which was given 
as part of her fortune; indeed, it reflects equal 
| juſtice to your abilities and integrity. It was uſu- 
ally rented for a ſmall ſum, by the celebrated Mr. 
Turlington; and from its ſituation, you judged 
it extremely convenient for a magazine; and 
through the eaſy, unſuſpecting diſpoſition of the late 
Lord Ligonier, and the unju/7ifiable negligence of 
the Board, you procured an order for taking a 
leaſe of theſe five acres, on which was an old 
"barn, at an extravagant rent. Having ſecured 
it thus far, your ſagacity pointed out the impro- 
priety of building on a leaſehold, and very dex- 
terouſly completed your ſcheme, by perſuading 
the Board to take the land at thirty years pur- 
chaſe, which raiſed no inconſiderable ſum; and 
the partics are particularly obliged to you, for 
encreaiing their fortune, at the expence of go- 
verngient. This, Sir Charles, is only one proof 


of 
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of your honeſty in office. We will, hereafter, 
through the channel of this paper, or a pamph- 
let, make public ſome more. In the mean time, 
as you made a ſacrifice to intereſt, every thing 
which men of honour hold ſacred, have courage 
enough to. perſevere, and finiſh a character ſo 
exceedingly ſingular, that poſterity may know Sir 
Charles acted from . and died without re- 
N 
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To Lieut. General Conway. 


VINCIT OMNIA VERITAS. 
. | 


HAVE in a variety of letters, thro? the channel 
of the Lond. Evening Poſt, mentioned the mal- ' 
practices of the Ordnance officers. Sir CHARLES | 
FxEDrRic and MR. HARTWELL are confederates. 
The latter, in particular, is guilty of embezzling 
government's ſtores ; and the countenance he re- 
ceives from the former, encourages him to perſe- 
vere. Materials of every kind, and even the very 
labourers, have been employed in ſervices very 
different from the King's ; and if one of thoſe un- 
fortunate men (many of whom are encumbered 
with families, hone/?, induſtrious, and virtucus) 
| ſhould take a piece of wood to boil their pot, they 
are frequently chequed and branded with the 7gns- 
minious appellation of thieves, by thoſe who have 
a much better claim to the title. Such is the in- 
folence and cruclty of ſeveral clerks in the Tower, 
which ſhall be particularized hereafter; and be aſ- 
ſured, Sir, it will be no diicult matter to convict 
HARTWETLIL of frauds and abuſes. 
From your character and fituation, we are au- 
thoriſed to expect his conduct will be an object 
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worthy of your attention. Experience informs us, 
you are deſerving of our confidence ; and we hope 


you will not let this opportunity eſcape, of bring- 


ing thoſe men, who have dared to violate their 
truſt, to juſtice, The duty you owe to your coun- 
try demands it, and your ov ſentiments of honour 
will direct you how to act. Be affured, Sir, I 
write from principle; and, as I am actuated by 
truth, deteſt every mercenary conſideration. I 
mean to expoſe the infamy and ignorance of Hart- 


well and his colleagues. 


The charge of embezzlement is of an heinous 
nature, and ſerious in its conſequences ; and con- 


ſider, Sir, how your reputation will ſuffer here - 


after, by permitting thoſe men to defraud indivi- 


duals in particular, and the public in general, with 
impunity. 


WILLIAM WEEE, a carpenter in the Carriage- 
yard, with no ether recommendation than being 
related to MRS. HaRrTWELL, was employed at 
FP2dford and Haile-End many years, Is it natu- 


ral to ſuppoſe a man, who was little ſuperior in 


Ration to a common labourer, and whoſe wife, 
through neceſſity, worked for their jeint ſupport, 
could with honeſty accumulate an independant 
tortune, ſufficient to enable them to keep an equi- 
page and country Houſes? 

Theſe, Sir, are facts eaſy to be — To 


vou we appeal. I pledge my word, ſufficient evi- 


dence {hail be produced; and StR CHARLES 
FAEDERIC ſhall either abandon 5s friend, or fall 
in 
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in the ſame ruin. He may probably bave recourſe 
to his cſtomary expedient, and ſacrifice HARTWELL 
to preſerve his own perſonal ſecurity, as his cou- 
rage 1s but indifferently calculated to withſtand the 
attack, 

In the mean time, permit me to inform you, 
they are equally deſpiſed in the Tower, and re- 
ſpected only by thoſe who dread their reſentment. 
As Lieutenant-General of the Ordnance, I ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you, and will ſupport what I have 
advanced, either before the Board, or at the Bar 


of the Houst of COMMoONs. 


ve 


SELIM, 
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Fr 
To Sir Charles Frederic, 
KNIGHT OF THE BATH, &c. 


SIR CHARLES, 


BY HETHER the advertiſement which ap- 
peared in yeſterday's paper, was manu- 

factured by you, or Mr, Hartwell, is a matter of 
equal indifference to me. Be aſſured I will ſtand 
forth the very initant ſuch a public requeſt re- 
ceives the ſanction of any reſpectable perſon, or 
the authority of the Board. I have a character to 
loſe, and deteſt a falſehoood. Your ſentiments, 
Sir Charles, may not be fo delicate, and the con- 
duct of your life may teach you the neceſſity of 
artifice, the better to deceive me; but I am nei- 
ther ignorant, or weak enough to be the dupe of fo 
ſhallow and contemptible a ſnare. You muſt na- 
turally conclude, from my correſpondence, I am 
not a ſtranger to the Ordnance; and that I cer- 
tainly muſt know every order of the Board is ſigned 
by the Secretary. The advertiſement addreſſed to 
me, though dated from the office of Ordnance, 
was not ſigned by any body, and the omiſſion, in 
this particular, enables us, at leaſt, to ſuſpect Mr. 
Boddington was ignorant of it. For my own part, 
* I am 
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Jam not to be intimidated ; I know no influence 
but truth. You are at liberty to purſue your ow? 
pleaſure, and whilſt I publiſh facts, you may pro- 
ſecute. Lord Mansfield's favourite poſition is, 
THAT TRUTH IS MORE A LIBEL, BECAUSE IT 
IS TRUE. We are not ſurprifed at your adopting 
his doctrine, but common prudence ought to ad- 
viſe you againſt perſeverance. 

We have not yet been informed of any extraor- 
dinary merit Mr. Hartwell poticfles. We have 
indeed hitherto experienced his intrepidity is ſu- 
perior to every ſenſe of ſname; but we have great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, he will find his courage unc- 
qual to the attack. We already know his privatz 
character correſponds with his public conduct, and 
the world may eaſily judge of the one by the other. 
The multiplicity of places he enjoys, is not the 
reward of virtue; I am convinced, the bare ſuſpi- 
cion would be a burleſque. But that the public 
may the better judge of his deſerts, I will conclude 
this letter with a lift. of his places. | 
| S ELIN. 


Fg Salary. 

CEERE OF THE WORES IN THE 

Tow 321200 8 
Perquijites. 


Ten chaldron of coals, at 278. per 

chaldron, is — — 13  o 
Twelve dozen of candles, at 7d. 

per pound — 133 
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Travelling expences for the whole 


IO 


year | oO © 
The allowance of a houſe, which 
he rents to one Collins, his ama- 
nuenſis, and an engraver E , 0. 
1 
Per annum. f 
MAsrTER MoDELLER L100 o © 
Perguiſites. 
Travelling expences allowed, a- 
mounts at leaſt in the year, to 10 0 9 
Two apprentices, for which he is 5 
allowed 2s. 6d. per diem each, 
and only finds them board go © © 
A houſe to live in, worth — 27 0-0 
£220: -0-:0*: 
Per annum. | 
 PRoor MASTER £20..0: 2 
Perquiſites. 
The profits of 1d. for every barrel 
proved, divided between Allen 
and Brown | 30 0: 
Travelling expences, 10s. per diem 
every proof at Woolwich of pow- 
der and ordnance, tho* carried 
there and back in the office barge 16 oO © 
L 60 
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SURVEYOR OF THE CARRIA CE- 
YARD AT WooLWICH. 
As Surveyor of the Carriage-yard, 
though formerly it was only 50l. 
but for his GREAT abilities, 1 
preſume, was augmented to {100 0:0 
INSsPECTOR OF THE WoRKs AT 
WooLwicy W ARREN, mee, 
Ar. e — 180 0 0 


N 


Total £ 622 © o 


Beſides keeping John Thomas, a King's labou- 
rer, continually in his houſe, to fetch farch, blue, 
or indigo, and any other errands his daughter may 
think proper to ſend him. And 

William Stallord, under a pretence of amending 
the Modelling-office, is employed by him. 

With many other circumſtances hereafter to be 
mentioned ; and as to the charges of his expences, 
I am conſiderably under, 


OF. 13, 1770. 


LET TER 
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f To the Right Honourable Lieu- 
tenant-General Conway. 


8 I R, 
ERMͤIT me to embrace the earlieſt opportu- 
P nity of returning you my moſt fincere and 
reſpectful thanks, for the favourable reception you 
honoured me with this morning. The preicat 
age will applaud you for eſpouſing the cauſe cf 
TRUrH and FusTICE, and poſterity will revere - 
your memory. The Ordnance, be aſſured, Sir, 
has known the loſs of a Lieutenant-General fince 
Lord Sackville's retreat. However, the period 
is approaching, when your conduct will confirm 
the general opinion of your countrymen, and 
convince thoſe VULTURES IN OFFICE, you are 
neither to be the dupe of artifice, nor implicitly 
obey the dictates of an inferior officer, Your 
promiſe to me, of indemnifying thoſe perſons I 
{hall produce to prove my aſſertions, will ever be 
; conſidered as the ſtrongeſt proof at once of your 
integrity and duty. I have the honour to ſub 
ſcribe myſelf,” Right Honourable Sir, 
Your molt obliged, 
| molt obedient, | 
Thurſday noon. and devoted humble ſervant, 


S E LIM. 
r. 
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41 A RI 


N ELIM, in the name of the Right Honourable 
Lieutenant-General Conway, aflures his cor- 
reſpondents, and the gentlemen of the Tower in 
general, that they are indemnifhed, and will be 
continued in their reſpective places, the General 
having this morning given his promiſe; and thoſe 
who are acquainted with facts, are deſired to ſend 
them to Selim, at the Printer's, by to-morrow 
evening. | 


L E 
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To Richard Dickenſon, 
EXTRA CLERK IN THE OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, 


. 


AM equally ſurpriſed and ſorry, to hear of 
your adviſing a carman to flog me. If you had 
acquainted me of your having a peculiar deſire for 
infliting a puniſhment of that fort, be aſſured I 
would with pleaſure have embraced the earlieſt op- 
portunity of waiting on you. Why did you not 
take advantage of my preſence yeſterday. The 
diſpute we had together, was a much more plau- 
fible reaſon, than the aſking a queſtion. of an inof- 
fenſive man, abſolutely neceſſary to the diſcovery 
of HartwelPs mal-praCtices ? Are you in dread of 
the conſequences ariſing from my enquiries ? or, 
are you apprehenſive of being convicted yourſelf, 
that you ſhould fo readily take an active concern 
in my attack upon the Ordnance ? You gave your- 
ſelf, indeed, ſome liberties on Thurſday laſt, which 
I readily excuſed, when I confidered it was cuſ- 
tomary with gentlemen in YOUR Ration of life, to 
exert their authority on every occaſion, and at all 
times diſplay their ſelf-ſufficiency and importance. 
However, be aſſured, I never wiſh to avoid you; 
on 
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on the contrary, will meet you whenever conve- 
nient, either in public or private ; but, in the in- 
terim, ſeriouſly adviſe you, not to take any liber- 
ties for the future with 


| SELIM. 
Saturday morning, Oct. 20. | 


SE LI M's compliments to Mr. Alderman 
Shakeſpear, is extremely concerned, that a ma- 
giſtrate of the reſpectable City of London, ſhould 
ſo far deviate from decency, as to wiſh a perſon, 
an entire ſtranger to him, was hang'd. If Mr. 
| Shakeſpear had been Sheriff, as well as rope- 
maker, ſuch an expreſſion might have been cha- 
racteriſtic; but Selim rather conſiders ſuch a ſpeech 
at preſent, as an impeachment of the Alderman's 
humanity ; and begs for the future, whatever his 
thoughts may be, to obſerve a ſtrict ſilence in mat- 


ters relative to him. 


WHEREAS a ſcurrilous letter was ſent to 
Lieutenant-General Conway, ſigned SELIM ; 
and, as it was entirely unknown to me, who have 
already publiſhed many letters in the London 
Evening Poſt, under that ſignature, I hereby pro- 
miſe a gentee] reward, to any perſon who will diſ- 
cover the infamous author of ſo illiberal a produc- 
tion, as it is, and ever ſhall be, a fixed maxim 
with me, never to inſult reſpectable characters. 


SEK 
4 | LE FF 


| 
| 
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To Selim's Correſpondents in the 
Tower. 


GENTLEMEN, 


EMBRACE this opportunity of informing 
you, that the promiſe of the Ricur Ho- 
NOURABLE LIEUTENANT GENERAL CONWAY 
to me of indemnification, was on conditions you 
advanced nothing but truth, and proved it, againſt 
Mr. Hartwell, Clerk of the Works, and which 
was accordingly made a minute of by the BOARD. 
On theſe conditions only, I am purſuaded you 
would wiſh to be indemnified, as our facts are 
numerous and well ſupported ; However, that 
you may nat be led into an error, in conſequence 
of my advertiſement laſt Thurſday evening, when 
that particular was omitted, without either the 
knowledge or approbation of General Conway, 
permit me to acquaint you it was a neglect of my 
ewn, as I obtained the promiſe of your ſecurity, 
upon condition you advanced and proved facts; 
and the General, I am convinced, will a& with 
the utmoſt impartiality, and do equal juſtice to 
Mr, Hartwell and us. You will pleaſe, there- 
fore, 
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fn till our affairs are concluded, to obſerve 
prudence and moderation; by that means our 
cauſe will gain credit, and your enemies be de- 
prived of an opportunity of cenſuring your con- 
duct. Do not let an honeſt indignation get the 
better of your temper ; preſerve that reſpect to 
your ſuperiors, which your ſubordinate ſtations in 
life have accuſtomed you to, and there is not the 
| leaſt doubt but ſucceſs will attend our meaſures, 
whilſt we adhere to TRUTH and DECENCY. 

I remain, Gentlemen, with reſpec, 

your obedient humble ſervant, 


SELIM. 


. SELIM's compliments wait on MR. ALDER MAY 
Shakeſpear; is particularly obliged to him for 
the generous offer he made him of a HALTER. 
But as SELIM never means to violate the laws of 
his country, he humbly begs leave to decline the 
FAVOUR. | | 

SELIM cannot help 1 the Alder- 
man on his CHARITABLE diſpoſition, and hopes 
he will at leaſt preſerve thoſe excellent notions of 
humanity, till he arrives at the MAYORALTY, 
where they cannot fail appearing equally coNspi- 
cuous and HONOURABLE. 

SELIM was patricularly happy, in having an 
opportunity to communicate his ſentiments to 
the ALDERMAN; and though Mr. Shakeſpear 
could very well afford, in confluent of his 


Pro- 
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profeſſion, to oblige him with a HALTER, yet 
SELIM, after retaining the MosT grateful ſenſe of 
ſuch unmerited generoſity, adviſes him to offer it 
to thoſe he is more intimate with, or to make uſe 
of it HIMSELF. 15 

Tower, three o'clock, Monday, Oct. 22, 


L E T- 
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To the Gentlemen of the Tower. 


OME difficulties having aroſe relative to Mr, 

Hartwell (not on my fide) which oblige the 
enquiry to be put off, I judge it neceſſary to ac- 
quaint you of the delay ; and at the ſame time 
aſſure you, neither mercenary offers nor threats 
ſhall prevail on me to deſert the cauſe. After 
this affair is over, I ſhall bring my charge againſt 
a ſuperior object (ſuperior in every reſpe&). It 
requires neither argument nor example to prove 
your zntrepidity ; and the fame motives which ac- 
tuate me, I am perſuaded, will influence your 
conduct. Immediately as the Secretary commu- 
nicates to me the pleaſure of the Board, I ſhall 
acquaint you, In the mean time, permit me ta 
aſſure you, I remain with reſpect and eſteem, 


| Your obedient humble ſervant, 
Thurſday, ten 0 chck. © S E LI M. 


L E T- 
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LYE TATE EPR. 
To the Gentlemen of the Tower. 


_ GENTLEMEN, 


R. BopnpincToN has juſt communicated 

to me, the pleaſure of the Board of Ord- 
nance relative to Mr, Hartwell, whoſe affair, I 
am authoriſed to acquaint you, will poſitvely 
come on next Wedneſday, at which time, be aſ- 
ſured, I will appear, and with your affiſtance 
prove my charge. If we convi him, 1 make 
very little doubt but the juſtice of the Board will. 
immediately direct their Solicitor to purſue the 
neceſſary meaſures for puniſhing the offender, 
You, Gentlemen, are not ignorant of his actions, 
and though we ſhall not have the advantage of a 
Jury. to determine whether he is GUILTY, or 


not GUILTY, yet the acknowledged abilities and 


integrity of the Board, I hope will ſufficiently 
_ ſupply the loſs. | 
His age and long ſervices may probably be ad- 
vanced as circumſtances in his favour; and it is 
a melancholy reflection, that his conduct has to- 
tally excluded him from every privilege, which 
either age, or long ſervices, might teach him to 
expect. The charge brought againſt him is of a 
public nature, and conſequently will require a 
| pub- 
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public puniſhment ; for my own part, had I the 
leaſt perſonal animoſity againſt MR. HarTweLL, 
my reſentment ſhould have been conveyed thro” a 
channel far different from a news-paper ; and it 
is now become neceſſary, for the colour of my 
own reputation, that conyicTION ſhould ſuc- 
ceed ARGUMENT. Sophiſtry and artifice will 
little avail them in the preſent diſpute ; they will 
prove but indifferent auxiliaries to a cauſe o del- 
perate to be defended by any other man, than 
the aggreſſor and his mercenaries, whilit plain, 
Jumple TRUTH, unadorned with art, muft infure 


us ſucceſs. 
Immediately on the concluſion of this Affair, 


my endeavours ſhall be exerted to bring my charge 
againſt SIX CHARLES FREDERICK to an iſſue; 
but as it is unnatural to ſuppoſe any man will 
paſs ſentence on Hhimſelf, I ſhall be obliged: to 
meet him in another place, where even his own 
party (if it is only for the appearance of juſtice) 
will be compelled to condemn him. I again aſ- 
ſure you, I am determined to perſevere; nor will 
I betray vou, as HE betrayed my FATHER | 


Friday night, SELIM. 
Oct. 26, 1770. 


W333 
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Te the Printer of the London Evening Poſt. 


Tower, Thurſday morning. 


c PI ATN TRUTH, DEAR ST. JOHN, NEEDS NO 

| FLOWER OF SPEECH,” Pope. 

STIR, 

HE meaſures which have been adopted 

here, fince the heavy charge brought by 
SELIM and SIRA againſt HARTWELL, is amaz- 
ing to every perſon. Immediately on SELIM's 
declaring himſelf (which hey never expected) or- 
ders were iſſued by JoHN PoweLL and THOMAS 
WooLDRIDGE, CLERK, not to admit any ſtran- 
gers in the Carriage-yard; and many were threat - 
ened to be turned out, were they detected in 
conference with the ſuſpefed friends of SELINMH 
and SIRA. If, Sir, that HaRTWELL was inno- 
cent, and SIX CHARLES FREDERIC zt culpa- 
ble, what need of their giving thoſe ſtrict orders? 
What need of HarTwELL's ſending for differ- 
ent people, and aſking if they were with 8ELIII? 
What they ſaid? and for what reaſons they went? 
Such conduct argues a conſcious weakneſs in the 
cauſe. And it is a truth notorious, that the a- 
buſes committed by HARTWELL, are many; 
which I ſincerely hope SELIM will be able to 
prove, that the ſcourge of bis. pen may be the 


happy 
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happy means of deterring others from mal-prac- 
tices. And I alſo hope he could arrive at ſome 
particulars relative to SIX CHARLES FREDE- 
RICK, and REMNANT, the Smith, at Woolwich. 
There is a fine field to play in, which every arti- 
ficer and labourer are acquainted with, and ſur- 
prized at. Yours 


IMPARTIAL. 


22 LE T- 


To Selim. 


SIR, 4 Outs 

Vo have very juſtly accuſed 'HarTwELL 

of taking his Majeſty's ftores, belonging 
to the magazine at Greenwich; but you forgot 
mentioning ſome of the ſame ſort, which were 
fent to Mr. Butrock's houſe at Putney. The 
ſtones were choſe by OLD1s, late foreman of the 
Maſons, by order of Richard Haviland, the la- 
bourer, who gave him five and three-pence for 
his trouble; and they were afterwards put into a 
boat to go up the river to Putney. | 


IMPARTIAL. 


i S „ e . 
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To Selim. 
S I R, 


F you had brought thoſe people to their oath, 
who appeared in defence of HARTWELL, it 

is the opinion of every unprejudiced perſon here, 
that many facts would have appeared that you 
have omitted; in particular JOHN PowELL, who 
has for years paſt acted as a ſervant to HART- 
WELL; and whilſt the one has had his Majeſiy's 
artificers to work for him at His houſes at HAILE- 
END and WoopFoRD, the other (though he was 
paid by government) worked at times for the 
Eaſt-India Company; and before Wedneſday 
laſt, he was ever declaring, ** Py Cor [I will not 
ſiwear, and Py. Cor they cannot make me.” So, 
Sir, you ſee plainly, that he thought himſelf ex- 
cuſed from ſpeaking the truth, provided he was 
not brought to his oath. But his bad practices 
are as numerous as thoſe of his maſters. In the 
firſt place, he keeps a woman in the Carriage- 
yard, who tyrannizes over the men in the ſhop, 
deſtroys his Majeſty's coaLs and woop,, and not 
eontented with thoſe liberties, POWELL has built 
himſelf apartments at government expence, with- 
out any orders from the Board. The female 
partner that he keeps, behaves with the utmoſt 
impertinence to every artificer. HARTWELL and 
his very cunning lawyer, gave him his leſſon; 
and 
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and had he been tried on a criminal indictment 
at the Old-Bailey, Jam informed he could not 
have anſwered in a more evaſive manner, for it 
was all © t the beſt of kis memory, OR he could 
not remember.” HARTWELL, no doubt, finds the 
benefit of permitting ſuch an odd wRETCH, and 
a worthleſs woman, to govern at pleaſure his 
Majeſty's workmen, and uſe for their purpoſes 
WOOD, COALS, &c. and you, Sir, ought, as you 
ſay you mean to puniſh KnAvEs, have accuſed 
Old PowELL along with HARTWELL, and, per- 
haps, to ſave his own neck, he might have turned 
King's evidence. | 

I. any thing freſh occurs, expect to vows from 


Sir, your humble ſervant, 


Tower, Nov. 2, 1770. RETNEPRAC A 


L E T. 
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T 0 Retneprac A and Impartial. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HAVE read with pleafure your notes to me in 
laſt Thurſday's London EveninG, and was 

on my own part fully convinced of the neceſſity of 
examining evidences upon OATH; and the EVENT 
has indeed ſufficiently proved the diſadvantages 
ariſing from their not being $WwoRN, POWELL, 
as you have very juſtly remarked, was compleatly 
prepared with artful evaſions and premeditated 
forgetfulneſs ; but a month's diſcipline in Bride- 
well, I apprehend, would. have brought him to 
his RECOLLECTION. However, Gentlemen, 1 
ſhall very ſoon publiſh the minutes of the Ex- 
 QUIRY, with the BoARD's determination; by 
which You and the pUBLIc, to whom I am in a 
great meaſure accountable for my conduct in this 
affair, will be able to judge of Mr. HarTweLL's 
INNOCENCE or GUILT. I am perſuaded, from 
the nature of the evidence given on both ſides, 
that a Jury in a CourT or Jusrick, would 
have made very little ceremony of pafling a much 
feverer ſentence on him than the Boaks. But 
SIR CHARLES FREDERICK has once more de- 
clared 
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clared himſelf the friend of HART WEIL, and, of 
courſe, an encourager of MAL-PRACTICES ; and 
which, before the expiration of this winter, I will 
convince him of, if not to His ſatisfaction, at legt 
to his conuiction. I again aſſure you, however ſe- 
cure Mr. HART WELL, under the protection of 
SIR CHARLES, may think himſelf, he ſhall at 
leaſt find the whole of his conduct revealed to the 


. WORLD, who will, with more freedom than is 


conſiſtent with my ſafety, declare the motives of 
the Bo ARD for concealing the vices of a man as 
ignorant as he is contemptible, and whoſe EQUAL 
can only be found in his PATRo NW“! 

1 will publiſh the proceedings throughout, 


with my oon obſervations, and let it be remem- 


bered, that oMNIA VINCIT VERITAS. 

Only recollect one man enjoying FIVE different 
places, each of them, though exceedingly lucra- 
tive, either abuſed or neglected by him; and it is a 
truth notorious, that the reſpective duties of 
CLERK oF THE WoRKs and MAsTER Mo- 
DELLER, have been executed for ſome time paſt 
by TWO DESERVING, HONEST MEN, Who would 


neither fatter the vices of their ſuperior, nor be- 


tray their truſt, and of courſe could have no pre- 
tenſion, in the opinion of Sir Charles, to prefer- 


ment, 
I beg leave to remind you, . that 


the diſcharge of your duty in diſcovering the 


abuſes of office, will ever be conſidered by the 


boneft 
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honeſt part of your country, as the ſtrongeſt proof 
at once of your integrity and reſolution. Pay no 
attenion to the petty larceny tricks of POWELL 
and his virtuous LADY; they are OBJECTS in- 
finitely beneath your attention; and when we have 
felled the TREE, the BRANCHES in conſequence 
muſt fall. oy ne 

I am, with reſpect and efteem, - 

you faithful humble ſervant, 


Nov. 10, 1770. S E LIM. 


P. S. As to the ſtores which were ſent to Bul- 
lock's houſe at Putney, it is impoſſible to have 
him puniſhed by the Board, as they have already 
demonſtrated how exceedingly tender they are to 
their officers ; but we have an appeal, where we 
are ſure of juſtice, and where ſham bills, falſe re- 
ceipts, with an innumerable collection of other 
little artifices will not avail them. I am ac- 
quainted with ſome other abuſes of Mr, Bullock, 
which ſha!l hereafter make their appearance. In 
the mean time, the world will beſt judge, with 
what, honeſty a man, that was but a few years paſt, 
equally indigent and miſerable, could accumulate 
ſo large a fortune. His elegant country-houſe in , 
Putney-lane, is but an indifferent proof of his in- 
tegrity as a ſervant to the public, and the af< 
fected conſequence of his ſon, ſufficiently proves 
his original obſcurity. When we ſee men of mean 
birth, ape the man of faſhion, pity encreaſes to 

| contempr, 
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contempt, and ſuch an object cannot fail of be- 
ing, at once, the ridicule and deteſtation of man- 
kind. For my own part, I am of opinion, no 
character in human nature is more contemptible 
than a coxcoms; and, in your walk through 
Cold- harbour, you may meet a variety of them 
of different degrees, from the labourer, office- 
keeper, to a finicking, ſpruce clerk, 


* 2 
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LE T T I 


To Lieutenant-General Conway, 


AND THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF HIS MAJES- 
TY'S OFFICE OF ORDNANCE. 


RIGHT HON. SIR AND GENTLEMEN, 


OUR determination on the evidence deli- 


vered to ſupport the charge againſt Mr. 
Hartwell, remains as yet a ſecret to the public, 


who are (not without juſtice) deſirous of knowing 
the particulars of this affair. It is a maxim al- 


ready well eſtabliſhed in every Court of Juſtice, 
to publiſh each ſentence they paſs, and frequently 
the detail of minute circumſtances which the pre- 
vious ceremony of a trial difcovers. 

You, Gentlemen, have been conſidered in the 
preſent caſe as a CouRT oF Equity, and it is 
at leaſt reaſonable to expect a publication of the 
MINUTES, with your RESOLVES, Your motives 
for wiſhing to conceal them, I confeſs myſelf 
unable to determine, unleſs indeed we attribute 
it to the ſuperior influence which Sir Charles 
Frederick, it is ſaid, has uſurped at the Board; 
and who probably, from a principle of fear, 
dreads the conſequence, and would gladly have 

| N 2 those 
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thoſe iniquitous tranſactions buried in oblivion» 
which the uniform conduct of his life has con- 
nived at. The people have an undoubted right to 
be informed of every matter reſpecting their in- 
tereſt, and a refuſal of that right, will produce a 
cenſure not very creditable or eaſy to be removed. 
In the caſe before us, my own reputation is con- 
cerned, and the woRLD, with juſtice, will either 
conclude I am an exceeding bad man, and Mr. 
Hartwell innocent, or that he is guilty, and the 
Board, by concealing his vices, preſerves him 
from that puniſhment, which the laws of zh:s 
country inflict on men who are convicted of em- 
bezzling his Majeſty's ſtores. However, Gentle- 
men, without preſuming to dictate, I only mean 
to convey the opinion of the people, who are not 
to be deceived. Give me leave alſo to obſerve, 
that as I ſtand at preſent before the tribunal of 
the public, who are to judge, from the evidence 
they will receive, of the juſtice of thoſe articles 
exhibited againſt Mr, Hartwell, I have a right 
founded on equity, which neither the refinements, 
nor ſubtleties of office, can remove, to requeſt, in 
vindication of my conduct, the particulars of 
your enquiry may be publiſhed. It would be 
painful for me to differ in opinion with any gen- 
tleman, and I ſhould be equally unhappy in be- 
ing reduced to the alternative of drawing out a 
narrative myſelf, 


Sir 
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Sir Charles Frederick may probably have ſome 
delicate ſcruples in regard to a precedent ; but I 
can refer him to a gentleman eminent in the law, 
who will very readily (to oblige him) make one. 

To ſuppoſe the determination of a Board of 
Ordnance ought to be kept as ſecret as thoſe of a 
Court Martial, is an abſurdity too groſs even for 
the confuſed imagination of the Surveyor-General 

-ſeriguſly to adopt; but we may eaſily trace from 
what part of his family he received the prepoſter- 
ous idea. However, as it is wandering from the 
point in view, to cenſure, without effect, the 
conduct of an obſcure individual, neither credit- 
able nor uſeful to ſociety, I ſhall for the preſent 
employ my time on a more important ſubject, 
and by endeavouring to ſtate facts as they have 
appeared, convince the world there is at leaſt a 
foundatio for my accuſation. Your candour there- 
fore, Gentlemen, will readily excuſe this me- 
thod of addreſſing you. I confeſs myſelf an en- 
tire ſtranger to idle ceremonies, which only pleaſe 
the fancy, whilſt they deceive our underſtanding, 
and deprive us of the ſubſtance. I have made 
choice of a news-paper, as it at once ſuited my 
abilities and convenience; and one advantage at 
leaſt atttends it, which, as it is univerſally read, 
a variety of opinions will, void of prejudice, de- 
liberately determine, without reſpect to perſons, 
on the ſide of truth and juſtice. To the public I 
wiſh to appeal, and will chearfully ſubſcribe to 

any 
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any method you may judge neceſſary to inform 
them. I have the honour remain, 
Right Honourable, Sir, and Gentlemen, 
with the utmoſt reſpect, 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


New. 15, 1770. SE LIM. 


L E I. 
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L ET HTW W xv 
To Sir Charles Frederick. 


SIR CHARLES, 


| OT ſufficiently contemptible in the opi- 

nion of the world, we find you detcr- 
mined at all events, to render yourſelf conſpi- 
cuous, and prove as remarkable for czelty, as 
you are for meanneſs. We know they are confe- 
derates, but little expected to ſee them united in 
a man, whoſe words ſteal ſmoothly through his 
mouth, without even touching his tongue. 

Is that /, pathetic manner of ſpeaking, calcu- 
lated to inſure you ſucceſs in the my/ery of 
hypocriſy ? 

Do you mean, by the affefation of delicacy 
and humanity, to deceive thoſe gentlemen who 
unfortunately are connected with you in office ? 

I wiſh they may not have occaſion to repent of 
their conßdence. We are not unacquainted with 
the ſhifts you are reduced to. We know every 
method, which malice or deſpair can ſuggeſt, will 
be exerted to ruin thoſe who are ſeen in MY 
company. 

We alſo know it is your intereſt ſo to do, as 
an intimacy with ME may prove fatal to your fu- 

ture 
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ture tranquillity, SUsPEND and DISMISS is 


your language, which every miſerable wretch em- 
ployed by you, for the honourable purpoſes of ly- 


ing, flattering, and deceiving, echo throughout 


the Tower. Be uniformly tyrannical, and pub- 


liſh an order, prohibiting the gentlemen of the 
Ordnance from aſſociating with me, and preſcribe 
for them at once their companions and diet; let 
them not even DARE to think without your ap- 
probation ; proclaim yourſelf IN SPECTOR Gz- 
NERAL of all their actions; make every poſſible 
addition to your character, that it may be here- 
after remarked upon record for its ſingularity, 
and finally compleat YOUR triumph, by ruining 
thoſe who diſobey you. 

Their misfortunes will afford you a degree of 
happineſs unknown to the tyrants of antiquity. 
Their diſtreſſes will afford you conſolation, and 
the anguiſh which. you feel from the ſeverity of my 
pen, will ſuffer at le an abatement. 

Perſevere then in the ſame HONOURABLE man- 
ner as you began, and declare yourſelf the pa- 


* tron of fraud, cunning, and artifices till your au- 


thority in the Ordnance is weakened by a parlia- 
mentary enquiry. 

When that HAPPY day arrives you'll find a 
deſertion amongſt your friends, which you little 
ſuſpect at preſent, The military part of your 


family, may adviſe you in ſuch a fituation to 


RALLY, but your only ſecurity will be in joining 
the 
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the RETREAT; and this, Sir Charles, is a truth - 


your conſcience ought to confirm, 


Your motives for wiſhing my ſociety avoided 
by the Ordnance gentlemen, are eaſily under- 
ſtood, and your threats may operate with ſucceſs 


on vulgar minds ; but remember, Sir, that thoſe 
who are mean enough to dread their reſentment, 
are not yet ſo abandoned as to applaud your con- 
duct. Common prudence may prevail on them 
to ſpeak in direct oppoſition to their ſentiments, 


but their hearts only can give real applauſe. A 


man of honour and ſentiment would reject with 


diſdain, the proſtituted compliments of his do- 


meſtics. He would ſtart at the idea of ſeeking 
conſolation in the ſmiles of an ignorant, im- 
perious woman, not very reſpectable in life; or 
receiving homage from a fawning clerk, He 
would conſult his «wn underſtanding, and deli- 
berately judge whether h:s actions would bear 
public inſpection. 

The teſtimony of his heart he would alſo con- 
der as ſuperior to the flattery of his dependants ; 
nor would he deſcend to the-meanneſs of purchaſ- 
ing eſteem, at the erpence of his integrity and 
duty. 

Hut it is of little conſequence to tell you, what 
a man of honour would do. The immediate con- 
traſt diſtinguiſhes you, and your abilities may re- 
commend you to the notice of the preſent Mi- 
niſtry. You are compleatly qualified for their 
8 as it is almoſt e to poſſeſs your 
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character with either an additional FoLLY or 
VICE, 

If, Sir, you meant ſeriouſly to make me ap- 
pear as contemptible as yourſelf, you and your 
emifſaries ſhould publiſh to the world, „That 
my morals are corrupted ; that I betrayed my 
deareſt friend in the Houſe of Commons; and to 
' preſerve ny character, forced him to commit 
fercide,” You ſhould alfo add, that © was Selim 
in office, he would embezzle his Majeſty's ſtores, 
make uſe of the public money, enter into diſ- 
honourable treaties with the different contractors, 
and either ſaddle them with penſions, or oblige 
them to allow him ſeven and a half per cent. that 
HE would bargain with Bullock and Spencer for 


books, and charge it to government as ſtationary, 


and inſiſt upon their giving him a filver ink 
ſtandiſh ; that he would oblige the ſmiths on 
Tower Wharf to make him a large kitchen grate, 
upon a NEw conſtruction, and afterwards inſiſt 
on their walking to the neighbourhood of Berk- 
tey-ſquare to fix it; that he would claim the at- 
tendance of his Majeſty's labourers, as a privi- 
lege belonging to his place, and employ them 
either to carry ine or faggots from one houſe to 
another; that man, in particular, ſhould be ex- 
cuſed from duty, on purpoſe to ferve in- the qua- 
lity of a groom, and take care. of a mare belong- 
ing to his daughter, if he had one.” Tell them 
thoſe circumſtances, with many more you are no 
ſtranger to, and add, he would prove as void of 
henetty, 
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honeſty, as the GREATEST KNAVE he has yet 
cenſured. At the ſame time let your own- inte- 
grity be declared, with your ſtrenuous endea- 
vours to reward merit :mpartially ; that you never, 
at the inftigation of a malicious woman, diſmiſſed 
a youth, to provide for the indigent brother of 
your houſekeeper ; that you never procured an 
additional allowance from the government, for a 
labourer, employed continually by you many 
years, who has alſo the advantage of a houſe, 
which he never reſides in. The extraordinary 
trouble you give him, entitles him to expect a 
pecuniary gratuity, I confeſs, but the public are 
not obliged to pay your ſervants ; and whenever 
you, or any other tyrant in office, DARE take 
that freedom, I will immediately expoſe you. 

I am not to be intimidated by that ſuperior 
conſequence, which you vainly arrogate to your- 
ſelf. That mark of royal favour, which you take 
pains to diſplay on every occaſion, may pleaſe 
old women and children, or attract the admira- 
tion of fools at a fair; and your ambaſſador, 


whom you have lately appointed martelet-maker, 


and whoſe very countenance is an index to his 
ſoul, may worſhip it as an idol, and adore you as 
a deity. But I laugh at your vanity, and deſpiſe 
your meanneſs. It is believed, throughout the 
Tower, YOU have one creed in common between 
you. 

Your principles we know correſpond ; and if 
the general wiſhes of an abuſed people prevail, 
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you will ſuffer together. I could wiſh it to happen 
before the holidays commence, that we might 
have an additional reaſon to rejoice. Vou may 
attempt to give yourſelf a negative character to 
the one I have adviſed you to give of me. Your 
eloquence of forcible arguments will induce us 
to hear you, perhaps with patience, but you'll 
find an Act of Parliament neceſſary to enforce be- 
lief. In my next, I ſhall enquire what right ei- 
ther you, as an individual, or the Board collected 
together as a body, have to decide upon the me- 
rits of a riot in a garriſon, and which could no 
ways interrupt the buſineſs of the Ordnance. 


SELIM. 


LET" 
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To Sir Charles Frederick, K. B. 


MASTER SURVEYOR OF THE ORDNANCE. 
© NEMO MORTALIUM OMNIBUS HORIS SAPIT.” 


SIR CHARLES, 


AD you, SIR CHARLES, ſtudied my motto, 
you would readily have excuſed the indiſ- 
cretions which youth are liable to. You would 
never, to have gratified a mean ſpirit of revenge, 
directed your reſentment to a perſon, whoſe fa- 
ther you ected a friendſhip for, becauſe he was 
in MY company, His attendance, by a s8TAND- 
ING ORDER, is limited in the winter ſeaſon to 
two o'cleck in the afternoon : at the expiration 
of that time, he is undoubtedly at liberty to go 
whercever- he pleafes, without being account- 
able to you for his conduct. By what authority 
then do you preſume to take notice of a RIOT at 
ten o'clock at night, if a man's defending him- 
ſelf when attacked can with propriety be deem- 
ed ſo! | 


We are not acquainted with any RIGHT the 


Board of Ordnance, or any other Board, have 
with the military duties of a garriſon, or a breach 


of 
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of the peace. It was never pretended to, till your 
EXTRAORDINARY SAGACITY pointed it out; 
and before you attempt to reform the conduct of 
others, I would adviſe you to correct your own. 
You may poſſibly with to eſtabliſh a pRECE- 
DENT. Be cautious how you proceed, the expe- 
riment will finally accompliſh your deſtruction; 
nor in the preſent caſe, ſhall you eſcape with 
impunity. | 
You, SIR CHARLES, to interefere in a 50M 
quarrel, of no conſequence at all, and at the 
ſame time ſuffer his Majeſty's ſtores to be embez- 
zled, and his buſineſs negleCted ! it is a degree 


of inſolence, not even to be equalled by the mo/# 


abandoned of your affociates. The meaneſt of 
your dependants will not hefitate to declare it an 


act of cruelty; and why will you continue to give 


me freſh advantages over you? Perhaps you 
mean to exceed my patience. Believe me, Sir, 
you'll find yourſelf deceived, The fir? tranſ- 
ports of your rage have not yet "ſubſided, I pre- 
ſume, and you have, conſiſtently enough with. 
your uſual charity, I confeſs, a attempted the ruin 
of an ingenious youth, for only being in MY com- 
pany. But he ſhall not fall alone the victim of 
your malice; the ruin that ſurrounds him, ſhall 
extend to your o.] family and friends. 

You had no RIGHT to take cognizance of his 
private conduct, after his duty for the day was 
concluded. But your malice was directed to 
ME, In the al uſion, a miſerable emaciated wretch, 

whom 
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whom you keep for purpoſes not very honourable, 
under a pretence of friendſbip, inſinuated himſelf 
into company, and the next morning conveyed 
the particulars of our conyeriation to Berkley- 
ſquare, You ſwallowed his intelligence with 
the greateſt avidity;. and REVENGE, the moſt 
unworthy of all paſſions, employed your thoughts, 
tll you reſolutely determined, at all events, 
to SUSPEND him. You made a complaint 
againſt him, for being concerned in a RIOT 
in the Tower, at ten o'clock in the evening 
(with which you could have no bulineſs) and 
prevailed upon another Board OrFFictr to fign 
the order. Did you mean by that ſtep, to bring 
him in for a proportionable ſhare of reproach ? 
Why was the ſtore-keeper's reputation to be ſul- 
lied by an illegal act of vouR's? Was his grey 

hairs, poor man, to be diſhonoured ? I bluſh for 
his folly! It was a weakneſs his experience 
ought to have preſerved him from. 

Your worthy colleague on your right hand_ 
would have anſwered every purpoſe you wanted. 
He pofteſies the peculiar quality of fleeping with 
his eyes OPEN, and daring the total ſuſpenſion of 
his ſenſes, might eafſily have been prevailed upon 
to ſign it. He has been hitherto conſidered only 
as your ECHO. 

You ſhould have employed him, as it will pro- 
bably be the laſt opportunity you'll have, of ex- 
erting your tyranny at THAT Board. How do 
you reconcile * partiality, Sir, in your fe- 
ricur 
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rious moments, to your conſcience ? You have 
agreed, that a man ſolemnly convicted of embez- 
zling his Maje/ty's ſtores, and employing artificers 
-paid by government, at his houſe in the country, 
ſhould only be REPREHENDED (and even that 
not executed yet) whilſt you reſolved to D1SM1ss 
(pro tempore) an honeſt, induſtrious youth, for a 
juvenile indiſcretion, and in which you could 
have no right to interfere, But HE was MY 
friend, and HARTWELL is YOUR's. You felt 
for yourſelf in His concerns, and the world be- 
lieves you are an ACCOMPLICE. Indeed, during 
the EXAMINATION, your countenance betrayed 
evident marks of HoRROR and confuſion. I 
believe it was the firſt time you ever experienced 
the ſeverity of a guzi/ty conſcience, becauſe you 
thought yourſelf in danger. But I promiſe you 
it ſhall not be the 1%; I will never forſake you, 
whilſt you continue to OPPRESS individuals, and 
PLUNDER the public. You ſhall not with im- 
punity inſult a brave people; they have been 
long abuſed. Beware of their _ reſentment, it 
may extend much farther than either DISMIS- 
SION or a PARLIAMENTARY enquiry ; nor ſhall 
they remain any longer ignorant of your character 
and tranſactions. 

This laſ exertion of your authority, is a 2 ſpe- 
cies of tyranny I never expected you had reſolution 
tion to attempt. You have. long been remarked 
for PETTY actions, but this is equally daring 
and new. 
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We know GENERAL Conway is naturally 

undeci ſive 3 | and, as a very great orator, and mem- 

ber of the Houſe of Commons, declared laſt winter, 

&« Put HIM into a room hogs 2 doors, and he a 
never find his way OUT.” 

I was in hopes his Lakes, education would, at 
leaſt, have taught him reſolution ; but we find he 
Is very little more than a cypher, and that the 
Board of Ordnance, inſtead of having five offi- 
cers, has only one. You underftand me, Sir, 
and at the next meeting you may explain it to 
your colleagues, before they devote themſelves 
to ſleep. Inform us, if you can, by what autho- 
rity you dare decide upon the merits of a RIO 
in the Tower. We have underſtood, it was 
the duty of the officers of the garriſon. The 
Board of Ordnance are a civil bedy entirely, and 
you diſtinctly only MASTER Surveyor, though 
you arrogate to yourſelf the title of Surveyor 
GENERAL. In matters relative to the govern- 
ment of the Tower, you have no more to do than 
MappR, who is an infignificent labourer, In 
the preſent caſe, you are equally cyphers, and every 
honeſt man would wiſh to ſee vo ſo every where 
elſe. 

You could have no buſineſs with the private 
tranſactions of any gentleman under you, eſpe- 
cially with Mr. S—t, His duty for the day was 
over at two o'clock. At TEN in the evening he 
was aſſaulted by ſome idle, drunken ſoldiers ; 
and it is not improbable, but You had a private 
P | hearing 
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hearing with the wretches before they appeared 
againſt him, that your malice might not be diſ- 
appointed ; elſe why that extraordinary humility 
to a Serjeant of the guards in the Board-room ? 
Allowing this unfortunate youth was in an error, 
the Beard of Ordnance had no right to interfere. 
It no ways concerned them; and none but Fools, 
or men of YOUR complexion, would ever have 
preſumed to have noticed it, much more to 


SUSPEND him. Your fineſſe is admirable, IT al- 


low, in FIXING the diſgrace due to yourſelf, 
upon a credulous old man, reſpectable in life till 
he became the erable engine of YOUR malice, 


It was an ACT of your own. How comes it, Sir, 


you had not courage to avow it? But it is need- 


leſs to aſk you; cowardice is the conſtant atten 


dant upon infamy, and your whole conduct plainly 


_ demonſtrates 50% are an adept in the various arts 


of BoTH. When MASTER WATERER called 
himſelf << ExGINEER oF THE TowER,“ at dif- 
ferent public houfes, neglected his duty, and en- 
tered a volunteer in à RIOT, concerning PRECE- 
DENCE, with many other indiſcretions, Jeſs ju- 
venile than that you sUsPENDED Mr. S—t for, 
you never cenſured HIM, becauſe he was of your 
owN creation, and his PAPPA has a VOTE at 
Drreenborough. But your delicacy was ſhocked at 
a man's DARING to defend himſelf, when at- 
tacked by a ruffian, probably with an intent to 
rob him. O! thou AMIABLE man! how will 


poſterity revere THY memory, as a WORTHY ex- 
angle 
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ample of HUMANITY and JUSTICE! We can yet 
remember when your vanity taught you to be- 
lieve yourſelf a GENERAL officer, and your aſ- 
ſurance to order a TENT, with other military ac- 
coutrements neceſſary to take the FIELD. We 
can alſo recollect how ridiculous you appeared, 
when General B d (now at Woolwich) 
convinced you of your error; and more ſo, when 
you was deceived in a conſiderable ſum of money, 
which you thought yourſelf entitled to, in conſe- 
quence of the encampment of the artillery, 

AMBITION and AVARICE both form a part of 
your character. Tt is not improbable but the ſame 
degree of folly might, at this period, induce you 
to imagine yourſelf GOVERNOR of the Tower, 
Perhaps you are promiſed it in REVERSION 3 
and in making yourſelf acquainted with the duties 
of it, find how far your authority will extend, 

If you have ſuch expectations, read that ini 
mitable romance of Cervantes, Den Quixote I 
mean, and ſtudy the character of Saxcno 
PaNcHA. He wanted to be a Governor |! In 
the interim, inform us what rank you hold in the 
army, that authoriſes you and your ſervants, to 
wear cockades ; or whether you think that emblem 
of Courage, is a charm againſt cowardice, But 
perhaps you imagine it adds to the ELEGANCY 
of your perſon. Be it ſo. Finiſh your character 
with commencing a COXCOMB, Even your friends 
will be forced to laugh at the change; and the 


ingenious - HARRY WoopwWaARD, on his return 
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from the inheſpitable qwilds of Scotland, may pre- 
pare a piece of machinery for our entertainment, 
and make ”=_ principal figure in the panto- 


mime. : 
5 E LI M. 


P. 8. Vour N e of ENQUIRY about Mr. 
S—t, is contemptible. What authority have you 
to ſummons ſoldiers from a garriſon? I confeſs, 
indeed, you have as equal a right to examine 
them, as you have to interfere in the diſpute, 
But what apology will you be able to make, for 
the meanneſs of deſcending to aſk an inſignificant 
Serjeant, ** How as v0 Fg Mr. Serjeant ; I HOPE - 
you are very well, Mr. SERJEANT { $4 


ARTICLES 


X 10 EOS 


EXHIBITED AGAINST 


THOMAS HARTWELL, Es. 


EVIDENCE TO PROVE; | 
HARTWELL DEF ENCE; 


AND T HE 


BOARD's DETERMINATION. 


ARTICLE I. 

OR converting a large quantity of his Majeſ- 

ty's timber and deals, planed and joined toge- 
ther in his Majeſty's Carriage-yard on Tower wharf, 
anddoors made at the Tower, to his own uſe, by 
conveying, or cauſing to be convey'd, to his own 
houſe at Haile-End, in the pariſh of Walthamſtow, 
in the county of Eſſex. 


Evidence to Prove. 

Samuel Sone, a carpenter. Never made a door 
himſelf, doors have been made. He never was con- 
cerned in ſending timber; has planed boards for 
Hartwell, by Powell's order; when he planed the 
boards, knew not what became of them; he uſually 


carried them to the ſtores, but THOSE he left at 


the bench-end; he was told they were for Mr. 
Hartwell. | Thomas 
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Thomas Biſh. Has been employed by Powell 
to plane deals, load carts, and barges; and the 
driver ſaid he carried them to Hartwell's houſe; 
and Powell ſaid they were for Hartwell; ſome of 
the deals were the King's, ſome came from Mr. 
Morris's the contractor; worked ſome deals, taken 
from the ſame place, for his Majeſty's uſe; has 
ſeen doors made from the ſtores for Hartwell, by 
the people belonging to the works, from timber 
in the Carriage-yard; helped to load into Hart- 
well's and Durnford's carts, 


Croſs Examination. 


Looks on timber in the Carriage-yard to be his 
Majeſty's; ndbody takes an account of timber in 
the Carriage-yard ; no mark put on timber unleſs it 
is to be exported ; has heard Powell give orders to 
the carman to drive to Hartwell's. 

William Biſh, aſſiſtant modeller. Timber and 
deals have been converted to Hartwell's uſe, taken 
out of the ſtore- room. Queſtioned by Sir Charles 
Frederick. Taken out of the Carriage-yard.” 
Yes; and looks on ſtores in the Carriage-yard as 
King's ſtores ; nobody puts any there but Mr. 
Morris, the contractor, and he always tought 
them King's ſtores, | 


Hartwell's 5 Defence 


Mr. Palmer, of Stratford, produced a bill and 


Aten ſigned 7 his clerk, for a quantity of 
deals 
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deals from January 1769, to the 2d. of Auguſt, 
received 24th Auguſt 1769, ſum . £67 10 0 


September 13th 1769, nee 23 rode IE 8 
Sn | 12 1 8 
{ 866 3 10. 


Heavi ſides, partner with Mr. Morris, contractor 
for timber to his Majeſty's Office of Ordnance, 
Supplied Hartwell with deals, ſome planed, ſome 
rough; ſome doors, windows, and ſaſhes worked 
at Mr. Morris's, and charged to Hartwell's bill, 
yo December 1769, 6th a 1770, paid 

£, 130 I 10 

When timber was delivered on c 
Tower wharf, Hartwell had a cart 
ready to take them to Haile-End. 


Another bill 31ſt Auguſt, 1770. 228 7 
Another bill W 5 59 4 8 
| - _ £ 428 13 10 


— 
— —_ 


Crofs Examination; 


Landed at. Tower wharf 14 or 15 different 
times, a cart-load at a time; timber remains 
His *till taken an account of, and in caſe. of fire, 
liable to the loſs ; though in that caſe they would 
petition the Board. Some time timber has lain a 
quarter of a year, have had them ſtole; ſends 
timber of his own accord, without Rs 3 when 

| | | he 
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ke thinks they have occaſion, e ſtores are | 


fent by warrant only. 
Matthew Fullbroke, foreman to Mr, Morris 


Has ſurveyed Hartwell's houſe; the work came 
from Morris to Tower wharf, and afterwards ſent 


off in a cart. 
F Croſs Examinatian. 
He never ſtaid at Hartwell's houſe, but went 


and came in a day. | 
John Powell, foreman under Mr. Hartwell to 


the carpenters in government ſervice, He never 
employed any King s timber and deals for Hart- 


well. They might plane a bit or two of board, 


cannot ſay of any conſequence ; the ſtuff was ſent 


from Mr. Morris's ; never directed any men to 


take any out of the Carriage- yard. 
Being preſſed Mr. Impey, objected to it. Has 
never known any timber of the King's converted 


to Hartwell's uſe ; never knew of any doors made 


at the Carriage-yard, but came down from Mor- 
ris's ; does not know they were charged to the 
King ; he keeps no book, -but 2 cheque book of 
ſores from Morris's. 


| | Groſs Examination. 
Timber brought in is not the King's till ex- 
pended, and till then Mr. Morris's; when they 
are received, he enters them as received at the 
wharf; was abroad when the fire happened, does 
not know if Mr. Morris inſures. . 
| | Board's 
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Board's Determination. | 


Nothing proved: and the doors, ſaid to be made, 
were brought from Morris's ready made; and as 
to the timber, though it is on Tower wharf, or 
in ſore, it is not the King's till worked up. 


ANTI 


For that the ſaid Thomas Haftwell, did at ſun- 
dry times in the years 1769 and 1770, employ and 
cauſe ſeveral of his Majeity's carpenters, wheelers, 
and labourers, to be employed in and about the 


private buſineſs of the ſaid Thomas Hartwell, in 
working timber, making wheels, hay, digging, 


drains, loading carts, driving carts and carriages, 
and unloading of barges ; and that ſuch workmen 
and labourers, were paid for their work, as if actu- 
ally employed on his Majeſty's ſervice to the pre- 
judice of the revenue. | 


Evidence to Prove.  — 

IVillam Biſb. Aſſiſtant-modeller, carpenters and 
wheelers have been employed by Hartwell, on his 
own account, in ſundry articles in the Carriage- 
yard; moſtly in the building way; five wheelers, 
now employed in the Carriage-yard, have been all 
from time to time for Hartwell, for ſeveral years, 
ſometimes two, three, or four carpenters, have been 
employed by Hartwell, in working up things for 
Hartwell's houſe, better than a quarter of their 


time, particularly ſince Whorley died, the fore- 
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man of the wheclers; no ſeparate account is kept 
of thoſe artificers who worked on Hartwell's ac- 


count, but paid 2s uſual by government, 

George Dunkinſan, has ſeen many people work- 
ing for Hartwell, loading his cart, and greaſing 
his cart: William Clark, one of his Majeſty's la- : 
bourers, has drove Hartwell's cart ſeven years, and 
has ſeen Clark come and receive his pay ; has feen 
timber landed, and afterwards loaded into Durn- 
ford's and Hartwell's carts. 


Croſs Examination. 


Thoſe men that worked, he thinks, were em- 
ployed by government, and knows they received 
their pay, as if they had; never ſaw them work a 
whole day for Hartwell, becauſe he has been 
otherways employed; he never neglected a day; it 
he had been avſent three or four days in a quar- 
ter, on Hartwell's buſineſs ſhouid have been paid, 
he believes, the ſame as the reſt; he ſays, the 
following artificers worked for Hartwell, John 
Ridge, Hugh Davis, John Wellwood and Tho- 
mas Raven, wheelers; he has been two or three 
times in a week employed himſelf to carry grains 
t Hartweli's cart, and was threatened if he dare 
to diſobey Hartwell's orders; carried them ſevera! 
times, and ſeen many others; and was always paid by 
government; has ſeen timber and poles put along 
With grains in Hartwell's cart, has himſelf been 
employed only half an hour at a time, twice or 

thrice in a month. | 


Thames 
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Thomas Biſb, has been employed in unloading 
barges ſeveral times by Hartwell, of timber from 
Morris's, and has helped to load it again into 
Hartwell's cart; has been employed in planing 
boards for Hartwell's wainſcotting for his houſe 
in the country, by Powell ; has been employed 
ten times, ſometimes near a week together, and 
paid by Morris as if for government, and Powell 
kept an account of his time at the Carriage-yard ; 
knows the following men have been employed 
with him, James Plowman, Samuel Sone, car- 
penters; Thomas Raven, John Ridge, Hugh 
Davis, John Whent, John Wellwood, wheelers; 
John Buſh, and John Inwood, labourers ; Ichn 
Wellwood knows dowells were made for Hartwell, 
great numbers ſent in Hartwell's cart; has ſeen 


ſawyers ſawing timber for Hartwell, man's name 


Shadwell, and his mate, about three months ago. 
_. Fobn IWWelkwood, wheeler, has done ſomething, 

he ſuppoſes, for Hartwell himſelf, planed boards 
and made dowells 100 in a day, often 200; the 
dowells were made for Hartwell's houſe, by order 
of John Powell; worked at dowells a good many 
days, made ſeveral hundreds ; has helped to load 
and unload Hartwells cart, by Powell's order; 
who he looked on as his maſter under Hartwel! ; 
has aſſiſted in unloading barges for Hartwell, 


Croſs Examination, 


Mr. Freeman, the foreman of the wheelcrs, paid 
him always as uſual, 
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Nilliam Mebb, a carpenter, has been employed 
by Hartwell now and then, two or three days at 
the country, he came back to the Tower, paid 
his months wages by. Powell in the groſs, in uſual 
manner; above three months ſince he was there ; 
has been there three days this year, and laſt year 
backwards and forwards. 

MHilliam Biſh, produced the cheque books co- 
pied by him from book kept by Powell. 


HartwelPs Defence. 


Heaviſides. Never paid the men upon Hart- 
welPs account; paid them upon his own account; 
though he kept no diſtinct account, between 
Hartwell's account and the King's. In the Tower 
the men are moſtly paid every Saturday ; he pays 
the men when he makes out the quarter's account 
with Hartwell's ; the foreman carries the bill; the 
mens time uſed to be certified by Mr, William 
Biſh, but not of late; William Eaton has certihed 
lately. 


Board's Determination. 


Artificers ſaid to be employed by Hartwell, were 
not proved to have been paid by the King ; but 
as it appeared ſome were employed, though never 
the whole day together, agreed that Mr. Hartwell 
be reprehended, he being judged deſerving of no ſe- 
verer puniſhment, as it was not proved to the 
Board, any perſon or perſons were employed by 


Mr. Hartwell in making wheels, hay, digging, &c, 
A 
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ARTICLE III. 


For that the ſaid Thomas Hartwell, hath con- 
yerted ſeveral hundred of old boards, and ſeveral 
hundred of powder barrel ſtaves, from his Majeſ- 
ty's magazine at Greenwich and the Tower, to = 
own private uſe, | 


E vidence to Prove. 


Thomas Biſh, carpenter, has helped to unload 
the Peace and Plenty floop, from Greenwich ma- 
gazine, of old boards and lead ; part of which was 
carried to the Carriage-yard, the reſt ſent to the 
Tower, and put behind the Guard-room ; of thoſe 
in Carriage-yard, ſome were loaded in Hartwell's 
cart, with orders from Powell, as cuſtomary, to 
drive to Hartwell's houſe ; helped wheelers to un- 
load a boat at Irongate, from Greenwich maga- 
Zine, loaded with powder-barrel ſtaves, which 
were put in the Carriage-yard ; and ſometime af- 
ter loaded into Hartwell's cart, drove by William 
Clark, one of the labourers; has at different times 


aſſiſted to load Hartwell's cart. 
Creſs Examination. 


Does not know what became of them behind 
the Guard room; ſome of them in the Carriage- 
yard were lately uſed to mend op? in the Car- 


riage- yard. 
Tamas 
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Thomas Lenton, carman, ſays he has taken old 
boards from the Tower in his cart; has taken 
old board from, the Tower to Haile-End, loaded 
by labourers, who helped him ; Biſh was one of 
the perſons preſent ſeveral times, when the cart 
went with dung and board to Haile-End ; John 
Atkinſon, a wheeler, was ſent as a guide with 
him to ſhew him the way to Haile-End, the firſt 
time the boards were taken out of the wheelers 
yard, | | 


Crefs Examination. 


Does not know of any new boards ; took no 
particular notice; they might be old or new ; there 
were ſeveral old boards, but does not know which 
were the greateſt quantity. 


Hartwel[s Defence. 


William Turner, belonging to the magazine at 
Greenwich, ſays he thought the ſtaves fit for no- 
thing ; Hartwell ſent a perſon to ſurvey and con- 
demn them; that Mr. Furnis, claimed ſuch as 
perquiſites, and that Hartwell being aſked about 
them by Newhorn, was told they muſt be con- 
demned firſt, and after that they were ſhared be- 
tween them. | 


Croſs Examination, 


Not fit to burn. | 

Jahn Powell, carpenter, ſays ſome old boards, 

brought from Greenwich ; were put behind the 
guard- 
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guard- room; don't remember what became of them; 
others at the Carriage- yard; ſome were uſed on 
the ſmith's ſhop ; cannot recolle& any being ſent 
to Hartwell, except a board or two to ſtay ſtuff up. 


Croſs Examination. 


Never directed men to work up any thing for 
Hartwell, nor making packing-caſes ; never remem- 
bered to have given orders to load for Hartwell. 

Powell with book, makes the entry when re- 
ceived; there might be a few barrei-{taves con- 
verted to Hartwell's uſe, but cannot ſay how many. 


Brard's Determination, 


The charge not jupported, as the powder bar- 
rel ſtaves, when condemned, are the property of 
the cooper, and as to the d boards, no ſuihcient 
foundation appearing to the ſatisfaction of the 
Board ; but he ſhould be cautioned for the future. 


_ 


ARTICLE BY. 
For that the ſaid Thomas Hartwell, did in the 


year 1770, convert to his own uſe, three caryed 


chimney pieces, richly finiſned, formerly belong- 

ing to Sir Charles Frederick's houſe in the Tower. 
| Evidence to Prove. 

HHilliam Bib, knows nothing of the taking 

down the chimney- pieces, but has ſeen them, and 

reported to be Sir Charles Fredericks, richly carved, 


about the ſize of that in the toom, wood painted 
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and carved ; were depoſited in the modelling- room, 
afterwards ſaw them at the line- ſhop. 

Thomas Biſh, ſaw the chimney-pieces in Sir 
Charles Frederick's houſe; has ſeen them in the mo- 
delling- room; knows not what became of them; 
George Short repaired the chimney-pieces, and 
Short ſaid he repaired them for Hartwell. 

George Short, repaired three chimney-pieces, 
wich came from the back of the modelling room; 
don't know who they belonged to; Hartwell told 
him to go to the modelling-room and take them to 
the ſhop and repair them, and put them were they 
might not get broke; are now in the line-ſhop. 


Croſs Examination. | 
Says the charge, he believes, is falſe. 


Determination of the Board. 
This charge given up by Selim's Council. 


J 
That the ſaid Thomas Hartwell, in the ſaid 
year 1770, did convert to his own ule, ſeveral very 
large quantities of flag ſtones, brought from his 
Majeſty's magazine at Greenwich to the Tower, 
and afterwards conveyed to Haile-End. 


Evidence to Preye. 

Filliam Harris, labourer, knows of landing 
flag ſtones, at Tower wharf, gth Auguſt laſt, 
from Greenwich magazine, at Pole's crane, and 
landed a great many. They were ſeveral days un- 

loading 
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leading the Plymouth ſloop, (which brought them 
up) John Nichols, maſter, in the government 
ſervice ; ſaw a cart load of the fame ſtones that 
night, between five and fix, and the 13th of Au- 
guit, ſaw Hartwell's cart loaded with ſome ſtones 
at Pole's crane, and go off Tower wharf with 
them—the ſame ſtones that came from Green- 
wich, 


Croſs Examination. 

Says the Plymcuth ſloop was chiefly loaded with 
ſtones, and ſeveral of them never uſed; offered to 
bring one up of the ſame ſort, but not accepted 
by the Board. 


Queſtion by the Board. 

You ſaw one load in Hartwell's cart? 

He did. f 

Job Hall, a 8 ow flag ſtones Janded, 
and the ſame evening ſaw ſome of them put into 
Hartwell's cart; thinks it was the th of Auguſt ; 
on the 13th ſaw Hartwell's cart loaded with the 
ſame ftones, Hartwell then preſent, and they 
were the ſame ſtones which came from Green- 
wich. 

George Di labourer, ſays, gth Augedl, A 
large quantity of flag ftones were landed at the 
middle crane, out of the Plymouth ſloop from 
Greenwich, and after they were landed, carried 
to the corner of Tower wharf; that very evening 
ſaw a quantity of flag ſtanes in Hartwell's cart; 
Jebn Powell directed it to be dene; 13th ſaw another 

R 2 
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load of the ſame ſtones loaded into Hartwell's cart, 
by Powell, Hartwell then preſent, and pointed 
himſelf to ſome particular ſtones, which were bet. 
ter, and the men took them; x6th ſaw Hartwell's 
cart loaded with ſame ſtones again. Some time 
before was ordered by Hartwell to ſeparate them 
from other ſtones ; ſome of the ſame ftones from 
Greenwich now remain on Tower wharf, as 
King's ſtores, which looks as if not much uſed ; 
looks on them very ſerviceable. 

The Board aſked a queſtion, which he anſwer- 
ed as follows, looked not much uſed, only 
turned a little green; thoſe carried away looked 
as if they were picked.” Offered to bring one up 
from the wharf, but not accepted by the Board. 

William Clarke, labourer, and carman to Hart- 
well, was called for, but was sick, and he did 
not APPEAR, | 


HartwelPs Defence. 

Charles Hammerion, paviour, knows nothing at 
all of any ſtones from Greenwich; ſaw a letter 
figned Selim in the London Evening Poſt; the 
| flag ſtones he knows of were taken from before the 

grand ſtore-houſe in the Tower. 

Fergus Jordan, maſon, knows of ſtones from 
Greenwich, and ſome carried to Hartwell's fit for 
no uſe at all; purbeck penetrated with the wea- 
ther, not worth carrying, and could not be applied 
to King's ule. 

i Cre; 
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Croſs Examination. 

Says they were only an incumbrance on Tower 
wharf, and the largeſt ſtones that were taken 
were three feet by two and an half, and from 
two to three or four inches thick. Hartwell laid 
them down in his cellar, and two cart-loads of 
them were carried from the wharf to Haile-End, 
the diſtance of nine miles; and adds, that the ſtones 
were not WORTH carrying. 


Board's Determination. | 
The fact admitted, as to a ſmall quantity, and to 
be reprehended, for taking them without leave ; 
but the opinion of the Board, they were no ways 
ſerviceable to his Majeſty, and my ſeverer cenſure 
Was * unneceſſary. 


ARFICEEZ VE 
That the ſaid Thomas Hartwell, in the ſaid 
year 1769, did convert, to his own ule, ſeveral 
packing-caſes, made of his Majeſty's boards. 


Evidence to Prove. 
' Thomas Biſh, declares James Plowman made 
packing · caſes out of his Majeſty's beards, for Hart- 
well, 


Croſs Cxamination. 

The boards were uſed for wan at the 
fre-works, which he helped to build d take 
down; ſaw Powell give them to Plowman, and 
K 4 | afterwards 
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afterwards ſaw them pack ſtone-work in them for 


_ Hartwell ; don't know the exact number of caſes ; 


heard Powell give Plowman directions to make 
packing-caſes for Hartwell; has ſeen two or 
three made; could be poſitive to that number and 
no more. | | | 

Thomas Lenton, carman to Elias Durnford, de- 
clares he carried packing- caſes, four or five in 
number, to Haile- End. 

James Plowman, carpenter, does not know of 
making packing-caſes; has made one himſelf, 


and packing-caſes ade been made by Hartwell's 


orders; does not know where the boards came 
from. 


HartwelPs Defence. 


John Miſcard, ſays twelve or fourteen packing- 
caſes were ſent from Morris's 3 to Tower wharf, for 


Hartwell. ü | 
John Powell, does not 1 any packing- 


caſes being made out of ſtuff from the fire-works 3 
does not remember indecd ! 


| Board's Determination, 
Not made out to the ſatisfaction of the Board. 


ARTICLE VI. 
That the ſaid Thomas Hartwell did, in the 
years 1769 and 1770, convert to his own uſe con- 


ſiderable quantities of SHEET LEAD, taken from 


the Royal Obſervatory in Greenwich Park. 
Evidence 
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Evidence dilivered to Prove. 

John Inwood, labourer, was at the bringing of 
lead from the Obſervatory to Tower wharf, and 
knows no more of that matter; does not know 
the quantity; it was laid down in great rolls by 
the ſmith's ſhop; ſome, or all, he believes, went ty 


the plumber's; might be eight or ten rolls laid at 


Tower wharf a pretty while. 

John Buſh, labourer, declares the lead lene 
in Hartwell's cart, with a quantity of aſhes co- 
vered over it to conceal the lead, which was ſome 


hundred weight. 
Lead lay at the 8 cloſe by the 


little ſmith's ſnop, about three quarters of a year, 
and the ſmith's aſhes then put over it. 


HartwelP 8 Defence. 


Edward Burford, ſurveyor to Hartwell, pro- 
duced a bill for lead-work done at Hartwell's 


houſe, amounting to 891. 178. 6d, 


Croſs Examination. a 
Does not know any other lead was uſed ; all the 
lead he knows of was furniſhed from the 


plumber's. 


Board's Determination. 

It appears by the office books the lead brought 
from the Royal Obſervatory was ſent to and 
charged to the plumber's account. Therefore it 
is the opinion of the Board, the charge deſerves 


no cenſure, as it is not ſufficiently founded. 
| RE. 
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IT H reſpect to the firſt article, the diffi- 

culty of proving it depended in a great 

meaſure upon the integrity of Mr. Morris and his 
partner; he indeed had the merit of not attending, 
and ſent Heaviſides, who, upon a former affair, in 
a Court of Juſtice, had proved himſelf remarkable 
for evaſion, with one of his ſervants to appear. 
As to the timber expreſſed in the charge, Hart- 
well endeavoured to evade it, by alledging, that the 
timber ſent to Tower wharf is not the King's till 
worked up. | | 
But is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe a contractor 


would, at his own riſque, ſend large quantities of 


timber, the diſtance of two miles from home, only 
in expectation of its being wanted? The abſurdity 
of the idea, is a ſufficient contradiction to the aſſer- 
tion. If the boards which Sone planed, and 
which were taken from the ſame parcel where 
others are taken from for government's uſe, had been 
deducted from the groſs account charged to the 
office, why was the ſeparate account refuſed to be 
produced when called for? Suppoſing, as it fre- 
quently happens, ſeveral thouſand deals are ſent 


from Mr. Morris's yard to Tower wharf, with a 


quantity of other timber for the Ordnance ſervice, 

and either Hartwell or Sir Charles Frederick 

make uſe of a few boards, or 100 feet of oak, 

would a ſeparate charge be made? Can we, with- 
| out 
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out the higheſt reflection on our underſtanding, ima- 
Sine the contents of bill, amounting to feveral 
thouſands, will be demanded by the contractors, 
after preſented for payment, only to deduct a few 
pounds? However ſecure the offending parties 
may think themſelves in the idea of it, I truſt the 
public will not ſo readily ſubſcribe to ſuch an opi- 
nion. The teſtimony of Biſh, fen. and jun. af- 
firms, that the timber is conſidered upon Tower 
wharf and in the Carriage-yard as the Kings ; 
and Hartwell, in his curious defence, logically 
takes upon him to prove 17 1s and IT 1s NOT. 


This I am certain of, that was only a ſolitary 


plank to be ftole from either wharf or Carriage- 


yard, and the thief detected, that the crown would 
directly profecute him. Surely we cannot then 


fuppoſe that government, at their own expence, 
would undertake to preſerve the private property 
of Mr, Morris, or any other man? The equivocal 


evidence of Sone is rather unfortunate for Mr. 


Hartwell. Sone ſays, that after he had planed 
the boards for Hartwell, by PowelFs orders, he 


left them, particularly for that time, at the 
bench-end ; though before, when he work- 
ed he uſed to return his labour into fore, 


To diſſect the evidence of this man, will 
ully convey to us the arts they were reduced 
to. For had the Board, as was their duty, 
examined the evidences upcn oath, this man 
would, without Petjuring himſcaf, have de- 

FN | | clared. 
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clared, that © he could not ſwear that it. was the 
King's timber; that Powell brought it to him, 
and he could not tell where it came from ; and 
that after he had done as he was ordered, he turn- 
ed his back, becauſe the fame perſon or ſome 
other might take it away”. And he might ſafely 
anſwer, he could not tell what became of 
them.” The conduct of Sone and Powell reminds 
me of the ſtory in Dyche's ſpelling book of the 
two thieves and the butcher ; and indeed, to do 
juſtice to the defence in general, the ſimilitude is 
carefully preſerved throughout, even by the m2? 
reſpectable of Hartwell's evidences, We are now 
to examine the ſecond article, which the Board 
condeſcended, merely to ſave appearances, to repre- 
hended Mr. Hartwell for. It was too fully proved 
to paſs over it with unconcern, and even the par- 
tialitity of Sir Charles was obliged to ſubmit, in 
ſome meaſure, to the obſtinacy of the evidence. 
Biſh, jun. gave in a long catalogue of artificers 
employed upon Hartwell's private buſineſs ; and 
the accuracy and preciſion, with the confidence 
he delivered his evidence, conveyed no ſmall ſhare 
of uneaſineſs to Sir Charles; who plainly diſco- 
vered, by his anxiety, how much he elt for his 
friend. This youth would have diſcovered more, 
with ſome other matters, which the Board ob- 
jected to hear, under the paltry pretence, that it 
was not contained in the charge. How farcical 
furely is tneir conduct ? they arrogate to them- 
ſelves the forms and authority of a court of law, 

| without 
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without adhering to the juſtice of it. Surely 
when a man in office is publickly accuſed cf fraud. 
and mal-practices, it was their duty to have ex- 
tended their enquiries to the minuteft article. If 
he was innocent, nothing could poſſibly do him 
greater honour than an enquiry, and I am con- 
vinced, in my own opinion, and I hope it will ap- 
pear juſt to the world, that the Board of Ord- 
nance were abſolutely obliged, from the nature of 
their office, to examine into and detect every 
abuſe, whether through neglect or my not W 
acquainted with it. 

It was omitted in the articles exhibited, thei, 
rejecting the information of facts not immediately 
ſpecified, was confining themſelves to ceremonies 
they had no pretenſions to; and it plainly proves, 
they had no inclination from the firſt, to diſcourage 
mal- practices; I confeſs, indeed, before they could 
with propriety reform the conduct of others, it 
was neceſſary to ſet the example themſelves, and 
which is the only plauſible excuſe can be offered 
for their lenity. This article was exceedingly 
well ſupported throughout, though the Board 
would not permit us to examine ſome evidences 
which were neceſlary, and whoſe depoſitions were 
full and explicit. Biſh, ſen. advanced, that ſe- 
veral artificers, paid by government, were employed 
more than a quarter of their time, and Heaviſides 
who paid them, never offered to prove, by the 
books their time was charged to Hartwell, though 
frequently urged to 1t, 
8 {If The 
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The pitiful evidence of William Webb, con- 
veyed in itſelf an appearance of guilt; he evaſively 
declared he had at times been employed in the 
country by Mr. Hartwell, and received his money 
as uſual, Whilſt William Biſh, aſſiſtant- mo- 
deller, and who had done his duty in the office 
upwards of twenty years with credit, is ready to 
declare upon oath, that William Webb went 
down to Hartwell's in. July 1762, and was chiefly 
employed there, till the appearance of a letter 
figned Sira, in the London Evening-Poſt, directed 
to me, when he was immediately ordered to the 
Tower, with other artificers. But the evidence of 
Webb is eaſily accounted for, when we conſider 
he is related to Mrs. Hartwell, and that, like 
Powell, he ale imagined he was at liberty to ſay 
what HE thought proper, as long as he was excuſed 
from his oath. What excuſe can the Board of 
Ordnance offer, for paſſing over in filence Hart- 
well's preſuming to threaten artificers and labour- 
ers if they refuſed working for him? Are thoſe 
liberties to be permitted, and thoſe abuſes juſti- 
fied ? What with the converting of ſtores, and 
employing men paid by government, the revenue 
will ſuffer conſiderably in the courſe of a year, 
William Webb has received upwards of 200 l. 
and employed the whole time at Haile-End ; yet the 
Board pretend to ſay, the men were not much em- 
ployed by Hartwell, and that it was never proved 
they made hay, &c. John Buſh was going to 
declare he was not only employed digging at Hart- 
well's country-houſe, but that he was employed 


by 
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by him as a poſtillion, when he was interrupted 
under a pretence of anſwering queſtions not aſked ; 
and as to the article of hay, it is notorious that 
Innwood has, for years paſt, been employed in the 
ſeaſon upon that duty, 

We will now proceed to the third article, where 
the Board, in their determination, have given us 
cauſe to impeach their juſtice. Biſh jun. declared 
' ſome boards were put into Hartwell's cart, and drove 
to Hartwell's houſe ; Lenton, the carman, alſo aſ- 
ſerts, he carried 0LD and NEW boards to Haile-End, 
and that one of his Majeſty's artificers was ſent 


with him, only to ſhew him the way. Had we a 


variety of roads unfrequented, and not encum- 
bered with turnpikes, ſuch a precaution might 
have been neceſſary ; but, even in that caſe, go- 
vernment are not obliged to furniſh Mr. Hart- 
well's ſervants with a guide. John Atkinſon, 
who was ſent, is a wheclwright, and though he 


neglected the King's ſervice, he was neither 


checqued by the foreman, nor paid extraordinary 
by Hartwell; Powell indeed, notwithſtanding his 
uſual ſophiſtry, was candid enough to confeſs, 
ONE board or TWo were made ute of to lay /inff 
up ; yet the Board of Ordnance declares, no ſuf- 
ficient foundation appears for the charge, at 
leaſt to their ſatisfaction, but to caution him for 
the future, How ridiculous | how contemptible 
is their conduct throughout | They, in reſpect to 
the powder- barrel ſtaves, affirm the charge is not 
ſupported, becauſe Hartwell had very 7n9oenio::/ly 
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contrived to have them previouſly condemned, 
that he might, under a pretence of their being the 
property of the coopers, apply them to his wr 
uͤſe; and they afterwards pretend to caution him 
for a crime, which they at the fame time n 
he is not guilty of. 

The only evidence they called to contradict the 
charge, was Powell, whoſe memory on that par- 
ticular day was rather defective, as he could recol- 
lect NOTHING. As to the fourth article, I rea- 
dily confeſs it was given up as not ſufficiently 
proved; but I alſo affirm, in conſequence of my 
information, that had the evidences been exa- 
mined upon . oath, this charge would have been 
proved, if not to their ſatisfaction, at leaſt to their 
conviction; as it is aſſerted the chimney- pieces 
were reconveyed from Haile-End to the Tower, 
ſecretly. Biſh jun. declared, that Shox r (who 
is continually employed by Sir Charles and Hart- 
well) ſaid he repaired them for Hartwell ; yet. 

Short, notwithſtanding, ſays that RE er the 
charge to be falſe. Sir Charles Frederick, indeed 
was happy in an opportunity of ſtepping forth as 
an advocate for Hartwell, and in a manner pecu- 
liar to himſelf, fain:ly declared the chimney- 
pieces did not belong to his houſe, We know it, 
but dare Sir Charles deny, they were not taken 
down at the general repair, and if they were not, 
can he inform us, for whom government were at 
that vaſt expence in having them made. Before 


he 


in 


he can exculpate himſelf and friend, he will find 
it neceſſary, I am convinced. 

Let us now examine the fifth article. In conſe- 
quence of the evidence given, and the miſerable 
defence they made, I need give myſelf very little 
trouble; the charge to the conviction of the 
world, I may venture to affirm, is ſufficiently 
proved by the teſtimony of three men; whilſt Hart- 
well's defence conſiſted in two. One of them 
knew nothing about the matter ; he indeed gave us 
to underſtand he could read; and after detaining us 
with a confuſed account of a letter. in the London 
Evening-Poſt ſigned Selim, and which was fo- 
reign to the queſtion in diſpute, he concluded 
with informing us, that the ſtones he knew of 
were taken from before the WO ſtore-houſe in 
the Tower, | 

The other evidence was no leſs ingenious; and, 
jf his dialect had not betrayed the place of his na- 
tivity, I ſhould have ſuſpected he was the pro- 
duce of a country remarkable for making blunders. 
After telling us the ſtones were really a nuiſance, 
and of no ſervice at all to any perſon, he imme- 
diately adds, that Mr. Hartwell, notwithſtanding 
they were uſeleſs, was at the extraordinary trou- 
ble of ſending a cart twice from Haile-End, with 
two horſes, the diſtance of nine miles, only to re- 
move an incumbrance from his Majeſty's wharf 
at the Tower; and the Board, no leſs curious in 
their determination, declare Hartwell guilty, as to 
2 ſmall quantity, and reſolve to REPREHEND bim, 
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for preſuming to take them without LEAVE. As to 
the firſt part, can the intrinſie value of a thing 
alter the fact itſelf? I have ever underſtood it was 


equally a'theft whether it was a ſhilling or a guinea. 


The diſtinction is at leaſt new, I confeſs, and 
worthy of their abilities; and Sir Charles with 


his friend Hartwell, no doubt, will conſider it as 
A plec/ing earneſt of the indulgence they may in fu- 


ture expect. In the next place they ſay Hartwell 


is only deſerving of cenſure, becauſe he ſtole them 


without leave, for my own part, I never knew the 


Board had authority to give the ſtores of govern- 


ment to private perſons; they are appointed as 
guardians over his Majeſty's property, and their 
buſineſs is to preſerve the ſtores from being neg- 
jected or embezzled by the inferior people em- 
employed. Taney have no right to give away the 
ſtores; and even allowing that Hartwell had never 


had honeſty enough to have aſked for the ſtones 
before he „ole them, which of the Board officers 


was he to have applied to for leave. He knew 


better, he followed the example of his patron; and 
they have repeatedly proved, that the articles 


plundered, like prize money amongſt the military, 
is divided according to RANK. This new fyſtem 
revealed by the Board, will render them at leaſt 


popular to a certain claſs of men, and thoſe in par- 
ticular who ſubſiſt by rapine, will be much 


obliged to the principal officers of the Ordnance, 


if they can contrive to make thieving in general 
LEGAL. Stones which were infinitely much worſe 
| | | than 


FEMA RK $ 135 


than thoſe ſent to Haile-End, were thought good 
enough for his Majeſty's ſervice at Purflcet, and 

nſerviceable as thoſe were which Hartwell made 
choice of, they paved his cellar and drains round the 
houſe, Bullock, the ſtationer to the Ordnance, 
alſo „ole ſome without leave, yet I dare ſay he has 
honeſty enough to declare, they are not QUITE uſe- 
leſs. Thus much have I dwelt on the fifth article 
and the curious determination of the Board, I 
will now ſubmit the plain matter of fact to the 
world, and leave them to judge, whether a man 
who is fairly convicted of clandeſtinely taking his 
Majeſty's property, is deſerving of no ſeverer cen- 
ſure than a REPRIMAND. 

As to the fixth article, though ſtrongly ſup- 
ported by three evidences, and only equzvecally an- 
ſwered by ONE, yet it is declared not to be made 
out to the SATISFACTION of the Board. Thoſe 
gentlemen are remarkably delicate and cautious in 
their deciſions; a court of juſtice, I am perſuaded, 
would have defired no better proof than I pro- 
duced, Biſh poſitively declares where the wood 
came from; Lenton afferts he carried them to 
Haile-End; Plowman affirms that he made ore, 
and that mire HAVE BEEN made, whilſt Hartwell, 
to contradict thoſe THREE men, produces only a 
ſervant of Mr. Morris's to declare that 12 or. 14 
packing- caſes were ſent to Mr, Hartweil ; and to 
corroborate that eviderce, the forgetful Mr. Pow- 
ell, a dependant upon Hartwell, is introduced and 
ſays, he canuet REMEMBER of any being made at all. 
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for preſuming to take them without LEAVE. As to 
the ſirſt part, can the intrinſic value of a thing 
alter the fact itſelf? I have ever underſtood it was 


equally a'theft whether it was a ſhilling or a guinea. 


The diſtinction is at leaſt new, I confeſs, and 
worthy of their abilities; and Sir Charles with 
his friend Hartwell, no doubt, will conſider it as 
à pleaſing earneſt of the indulgence they may in fu- 
ture expect. In the next place they ſay Hartwell 
is only deſerving of cenſure, becauſe he ſtole them 
without leave, for my own part, I never knew the 
Board had authority to give the ſtores of govern- 
ment to private perſons; they are appointed as 
guardians over his Majeſty's property, and their 
buſineſs is to preſerve the ſtores from being neg- 
jected or embezzled by the inferior people em- 
employed. They have no right to give away the 
ſtores; and even allowing that Hartwell had never 


had honeſty enough to have aſked for the ſtones 


before he „ole them, which of the Board officers 


was he to have applied to for leave. He knew 


better, he followed the example of his patron; and 
they - have repeatedly proved, that the articles 


plundered, like prize money amongſt the military, 
is divided according to RANK. This new ſyſtem 
revealed by the Board, will render them at leaft 


popular to a certain claſs of men, and thoſe in par- 
ticular who ſubſiſt by rapine, will be much 


obliged to the principal officers of the Ordnance, 


if they can contrive to make thieving in general 
LEGAL, Stones which were infinitely mych worſe 
| C than 
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than thoſe ſent to Haile-End, were thought good 
enough for his Majeſty's ſervice at Purflcet, and 
unſerviceable as thoſe were which Hartwell made 
choice of, they paved his cellar and drains round the 
houſe. Bullock, the ſtationer to the Ordnance, 
alſo ſtole ſome without leave, yet I dare ſay he has 
honeſty enough to declare, they are not QUITE uſe- 
leſs. "Thus much have I dwelt on the fifth article 
and the curious determination of the Board. I 
will now ſubmit the plain matter of fact to the 
world, and leave them to judge, whether a man 
who is fairly convicted of clandeſtinely taking his 
Majeſty's property, is deſerving of no ſeverer cen- 

ſure than a REPRIMAND. 
As to the fixth article, though ſtrongly ſup- 
ported by three evidences, and only equzvocally an- 
ſwered by ONE, yet it is declared not to be made 
out to the SATISFACTION of the Board. Thoſe 
gentlemen are remarkably delicate and cautious in 
their deciſians; a court of juſtice, I am perſuaded, 
would have deſired no better proof than I pro- 
duced, Biſh poſitively declares where the wood 
came from; Lenton aſſerts he carried them to 
Haile-End; Plowman affirms that he made one, 
and that mire HAVE BEEN made, whilit Hartwell, 
to contradict thoſe THREE men, produces only a 
ſervant of Mr. Morris's to declare that 12 or 14 
packing-caſes were ſent to Mr, Hartweil ; and to 
corroborate that evidence, the forgetful! Mr. Pow- 
ell, a dependant upon Hartwell, is introduced and 
ſays, he canuct REMEMBER of any being made at ail. 
" |" RUre 
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Sure there is ſomething at once extraordinary and 
ridiculous in the defence of this article. Does a 
man's aſſerting that packing-caſes HAVE BEEN 
SENT from Weſtminſter-bridge prove that none 
were made at the Tower ? certainly not | It is an 
inſult to common ſenſe even to ſuppoſe it, and 
this article alone ſufficiently proves the Board 
were previouſy determined not to act contrary to 
the opinion of Sir Charles Frederick, who has 
by the unjuſtifiable negligence of the principal 
officers, uſurped to himſelf the ſole direction of 
the Ordnance; and if we reflect on the fortune he 
has accumulated, and on his conduct at Feverſham, 
in treating the inhabitants in that neighbourhood, 
though he is known to be mean, covetous, and 
avaricious, we may readily diſcover for what Honour- 
able purpoſes he has taken the extraordinary trouble 
upon himſelf. When we conſider the laſt article, we 
ſhall find as little reaſon to be ſatisfied as with the 
preceeding one; Innwood, though employed con- 
ſtantly by Hartwell, has honeſty enough to de- 
clare he was at the bringing of the lead from 
Flamfſtead-houſe to the Tower, though he after- 
wards ja:nily ſaid HE BELIEVED ſome or all went to 
the plumbers; It muſt be confeſſed he was alſo, 
like Mr. Powell, a LITTLE deficient in MEMORY. 
Buſh poſitively ſays the lead was loaded privately 
into HartwelPs cart, and covered with the ſmith's 
aſhes to conceal zt, and he 1s ready on bringing the 
affair in a court of juſtice, to declare upon 
oath, that Powell (who, «n/77tunately, poor man, 
| could 
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could recollect Nor HIN G about any thing on that 
day) aſſiſted himſelf, and ordered the lead to be 
covered with aſhes ; and that ſeveral hundred 
weight were put into Hartwell's cart, and drove 
away by Clark, one of his Majeſty's labourers, 
who has been employed by Hartwell upwards of 
ſeven years, CONSTANTLY, though on the day 
appointed for the ENQUIRY, he was ordered to be 
VERY SICK, and not attend even if ſent for, By 
this we eaſily perceive Sir Charles Frederick 
and Hartwell perfectly underſtand the doctrine of 
ſuborning evidences, and ſecreting them if occa- 


ſon requires. I ſhall ſay but little more about 


Powell, his being a conſcientious man, and know- 
ing, if he was ſworn, ſome facts deſtructive to 
his maſter's intereſt would undoubtedly appear, 
he piouſiy reſolved not to take an oath upon any 
account, prudently judging there was no /n in 
anſwering equtvocally or negatively to queſtions, 
which, if SWoRN, he muſt have ſpoke to in the af- 
firmative; and, with his 2 wiſdom, he conſidered 
LIES in genera] under the article of PERJURY, and 
that in advancing a Jalſbood, he committed no 
crime, provided he was not upon his OATH ; as he 
repeatedly declared previous to the enquiry, he 
would not SWE AR, and that NO PERSON /hould 
make him. If he can poſſibly contrive to preſerve 
this NEW method of evading juſtice, and have it 
paſs current at the Old Bailey, as it did at the 
Board, Hartwell may again find him uſeful, and 
Sir Charles, as a Feilow of the Royal Society, may 
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reward him with a medal. For my own part, I 
would not wiſh this laſt article to have been better 
ſupported. Does Burford, (who is alſo in go- 
vernment's ſervice) by Feeding a bill for lead 
againſt Hartwell for 89 J. 17 s. 6d. prove that 
no lead was conveyed to Haile-End ? we did not 
mean to prove Mr. Hartwell never bought any 
lead; the charge was, that lead was conveyed 
away, concealed under aſhes taken from the 
ſmith's ſhop upon Tower wharf; and I do not 
apprehend it is any where contradicted, The 
Board, indeed took us rather unawares, by pre- 
tending to ſay, the office books declare the lead was 
ſent to the plumber” s; for my own part, I am in- 
clined to ſuſpect, that as this was my laſt charge, 
and the room being cleared, the Board through 
fatigue fell aſleep, and Sir Charles conceived this 
ingenious defence in a dream, and his colleagues 
as readily adopted it by way of variety. We had 
certainly an undoubted .right to be preſent when 
the books were referred to, as all our evidences were 
5 given in a fair and open manner. There was 
ſomething ſo extremely ungenerous and mean, in 
their taking advantage of our abſence, to examine 
the books (and which, though they ſay it, I do not 
implicitiy believe) that the world will impeach 
their juſtice, and cenſure their conduct, in a man- 
ner much more ſevere than is conſiſtent with my 
intereſt. I have now gone through the whole 
of this affair; and I may add, that, with diligence 
and fatigue, I undcrtook it only for the ſake of PUB- 
LIC 
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LIC JUSTICE, from a conviction that the mal- 
practices and frauds committed in the Ordnance, 
demand a parliamentary enquiry. I ſhould have 
given the preference to Sir Charles Frederick, and 
brought him to an account firſt, as he is certainly 
moſt guilty, but as it is unnatural to ſuppoſe any 
man will paſs ſentence upon himſelf ; J muſt pre- 
fer my articles of complaint againſt him before a 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons ; and 'if 
he ſhould fortunately eſcape even there, he will at 


leaſt be deterred through fear, from repcating 


thoſe iniquitous practices for which he has been 
diſtinguiſhed through life. Indeed when we con- 
ſider his whole ſyſtem of manners throughour, 
it is only ſurpriſing he never yet deſcended to a 
meanneſs, which in this country is generally pu- 
niſhed with bathing in a horſe-pond, his character 
would ſuffer no additional diſgrace by it, and he 
might probably profit by the experiment. 


SELIM. 


P. 8. As the pamphlet is ſo exceedingly late, 
and I cannot conveniently annex the depoſitions 
of the different evidences, I mean to have them 
conveyed through the channel of the London 
Evening-Poſt, by the indulgence of Mr. Miller, 
whoſe civility and impartiality, with the readi- 
dineſs he has diſcovered to inform and entertain 
the public upon every occaſion, cannot ſuffici- 
ently be commended; and I ſhould be wanting in 

gratitude 
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gratitude did I not embrace this opportunity of 
returning my ſincere thanks for his diligence, and 
the extraordinary trouble he has been at on my 
account; the extenſive ſale of the London-Even- 
ing-Poſt, and the particular care and attention, 
which that paper receives, induced me at firſt to 


make choice of it, and I am happy in declaring I 


have. not yet found myſelf deceived, In full 
confidence then, that the public will not be diſ- 
appointed, I ſhall, from time to time, tranſmit to 
Mr. Miller every abuſe which I arrive to the 
knowledge of, committed in the Ordnance, or 
any other department where, frauds and mal-prasy 
tices are encouraged, . 
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